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The Benefice Of Shiplake With Dunsden & Harpsden-Cum-Bolney

FOREWARD BY THE BISHOP OF DORCHESTER
I always leave writing my foreword to a benefice profile until I have been to the ‘Section 12’ Meeting and I
have had the chance to sense how things are going during the vacancy. The one for this benefice earlier this
week was very encouraging indeed in a number of ways.
Dunsden, Harpsden and Shiplake are very different communities and their
churches and congregations reflect those differences. Although Dunsden and
Shiplake have been linked for many years there was always, I felt, a sense of
separateness between them. They had little in common beyond geographical
proximity. Likewise the joining of that benefice to Harpsden was something of
a forced marriage and, again, there was little that naturally joined them
together ecclesiastically or communally.

REVD COLIN FLETCHER

Over the years they have begun to recognise their complementarity and it was
delightful at the Section 12 to hear how they see the different styles of service
they offer serving the benefice as a whole and not just their own parish. That is
something the new Rector will need to foster and develop and it is essential
that they should be someone who revels in a wide variety of Anglican worship
from said BCP, to sung Eucharists, to informal family services.

However, by focussing on what happens in the church buildings I am aware that I am in danger of distorting
what the parishes are looking for in their new Rector. As this profile shows in its shape and substance their
strong desire is to have someone who will build strong links with the very vibrant communities of which they
are a part – and which many of them contribute so much to already.
In that context a particular focus will need to be the schools – Gillotts (with which relationships are waiting to
be built); the College (where there have been difficulties at times and which I can fill you in on – especially as
they have mended a great deal); the wonderful Primary School; and a plethora of nurseries and toddler
groups.
Finally whoever comes here must be a team player and a team builder. You will be surrounded by able
people wanting to join in and to see things develop. Focus on building relationships and exciting things will
happen.
It’s a great job for the right person and I warmly commend it to you.

Revd Colin Fletcher
25th February 2016
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Introduction and Information about
the Benefice
INTRODUCTION FROM THE AREA DEAN
The Shiplake with Dunsden and Harpsden benefice is one of the seven
benefices of the Henley Deanery. The Deanery occupies the geographical area
to the north of Reading, from Henley on Thames and Remenham in the east
almost as far as Wallingford in the west. The demographic is predominantly
professional, with lower than average unemployment, and slightly higher than
average in the retired age group. However numbers of children and young
people are at the nationally expected average. The Area Dean is the Revd
Kevin Davies, who is Team Rector of the Langtree Benefice.

REVD KEVIN DAVIES

The Deanery Mission Action Plan of 2012 envisages no further reductions in
clergy numbers in the deanery and actively encourages each parish to consider
ways in which it can augment ministerial deployment and resource new
ministries. It is hoped that the new incumbent will be a team builder, ready to
share in ministry and to build on the nascent development of the benefice wide
ministry team of both lay and ordained people.

Stipendiary clergy numbers do in the end depend upon a certain level of share payments being met and it
does need saying that, unsurprisingly in the present climate, finances at both parish and diocesan level are
under great strain. The parish share is set at deanery level by the Diocesan Board of Finance, and allocation
to each benefice within a deanery is made by the relevant deanery synod. In Henley a new allocation
formula is being phased in which is reducing the ministerial subsidy allowed to smaller rural churches and
relieving some of the financial pressures currently faced by the larger parishes such as St Peter and St Paul's
and St Margaret's. It is anticipated that neither parish will meet their requested share payment in 2016 but it
is hoped that the new incumbent will be able to lead the parishes so that they will in due course be able to
not only fund their own ministries but also meet their neighbourly obligations to the deanery and the wider
church.
The Henley Deanery is friendly and supportive, and recognises that the parishes are the primary agents of
the church's mission. The new incumbent of Shiplake with Dunsden and Harpsden can look forward to a warm
welcome from us all.
Revd Kevin Davies

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
The United Benefice of Shiplake with Dunsden and Harpsden-cum-Bolney lies on the north-west bank of the
Thames, south of Henley-on-Thames and north-east of Caversham (Reading). It consists of two ecclesiastical
parishes, Shiplake with Dunsden, and Harpsden that celebrate the breadth of the Anglican Communion
through a unique blend of both traditional Bible-based teaching and worship and inclusive family-focused
discipleship. It covers approximately the area of the civil parishes of Harpsden, Shiplake, Binfield Heath and
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part of Eye and Dunsden, plus small adjoining areas of Henley. The Benefice is part the Henley Deanery
which is under the Dorchester Episcopal Area of the Oxford Diocese.

The Benefice lies in south Oxfordshire and comes under South
Oxfordshire District Council. All three churches lie to the south
of Henley-on-Thames - Shiplake is two miles away, Harpsden
is one mile away and Dunsden about five miles away.
Henley is served by a branch line running from Twyford, which
is situated on the main West Country to London Paddington
line. Lower Shiplake is one of the train halts on this branch line,
which is used by commuters and shoppers alike.

SHIPLAKE CHURCH SIGN

Henley is ideally situated for access to all parts of the country. It lies 8 miles from Reading (main line station)
with the M4, M40, M3 and M25 motorways all within easy reach. London Heathrow is reached via the M4
motorway - on a good day a journey of 30 minutes.
Henley-on-Thames, with its annual rowing Regatta, an internationally renowned event, is well known as a
beautiful market town and until recently a brewery town. The first record of a mediaeval settlement is 1179
with a subsequent 17th and 18th century history of glass and malt manufacturing, in addition to a corn and
wool trade. It was used as a port for transporting timber and grain to London.
Henley has a lively cultural life with well supported musical and dramatic activities throughout the year. It has
what is considered to be the fourth oldest theatre in England - the Kenton Theatre - which is used as the venue
for amateur dramatics and operatic performances. There is a film studio theatre where films are shown after
the main launches in London.
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VIEW OF HENLEY-ON-THAMES

The annual Wargrave and Shiplake Regatta takes place at Shiplake and is the third largest regatta on the
Thames
Based on the ACORN classification system for the country the RG9 postcode area is a high income area with
high house prices and an above average number of older affluent professionals. Many people work in
managerial and professional jobs with the number educated to degree level being well above the national
average.

SIGNIFICANT ORGANISATIONS AND GROUPS
As a benefice we are keen to encourage and develop our potential for outreach and community relations.
This section discusses the various organisations and groups within our benefice where we currently have links or
where there is potential to build relationships.

Schools
Shiplake Church of England Primary School
http://shiplakeprimary.org.uk/
Shiplake Church of England Primary School is a voluntary
aided school within the Parish of Shiplake with Dunsden. The
Rector is a Governor of the school and goes in on a regular
basis to take collective worship as does one of the PTO
priests serving in the benefice. Also the school holds termly
and occasional services at Shiplake Church such as their
harvest festival and carol services.
The PCCs nominate Foundation Governors to the school.
Many of the parents who come to our churches have children
in the school and we believe there is a considerable
SHIPLAKE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS
opportunity to develop this link more fully. The school has a
PARTICIPATING IN 2015 HENLEY YOUTH FESTIVAL
weekly bulletin (Parent Mail) which is sent out to all parents
in which the church has an opportunity to mention what is happening within the benefice (such as Messy Church,
Sunday Club events); the school is also happy to promote events occurring within our churches.
In 2011 Ofsted rated Shiplake Church Of England Primary School as good. The school is very popular and
at times has been oversubscribed but there is capacity in most year groups.
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Shiplake College
http://www.shiplake.org.uk/
This is an independent fee paying secondary school
for boys and sixth form girls. It is situated adjacent
to Shiplake church and there are a number of links
between Shiplake church and the college, not least
as the College uses the church on most weekday
mornings in term time to hold a Parish Morning
Prayer service normally led by the College Chaplin
which is open to parishioners also. This means that
the Shiplake church building is extensively used
and as a result the College makes a donation to
the Shiplake with Dunsden PCC. By arrangement
with the rector, the College occasionally uses the
NEIGHBOURING SHIPLAKE COLLEGE
church for special services, e.g. start or end of term,
a Parish Ascension Day Holy Communion, All Souls’ service. As there are now 440 students at the college it is
not practicable for all to get into the church at one time.

We believe it is important to maintain a good working relationship with the college as our neighbours,
literally with a common boundary.
Gillotts School
http://www.gillotts.oxon.sch.uk/
Gillotts School, the large comprehensive serving Henley and the surrounding area, lies within Harpsden parish.
Currently there is no religious ethos at Gillotts.

Nursery Schools
Shiplake Village Nursery
http://www.shiplakevillagenursery.co.uk/
Shiplake Village Nursery is run in Shiplake Memorial Hall and a
number of parents who come to church have their small children there.
Harpsden Pre-School
http://www.harpsdenpreschool.co.uk/
Harpsden Pre-School Playgroup operates in Harpsden Village Hall
for children from 2½ to 5 years old. In 2015 Ofsted rated Harpsden
Pre-School as outstanding.
Kingfisher Kindergarten Dunsden
http://www.kingfisherkinde.co.uk/
KINGFISHER KINDERGARTEN DUNSDEN
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Kingfisher Kindergarten is a pre-school group held at Dunsden Village
Hall in the parish of Shiplake with Dunsden.
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Shiplake Toddler Group
http://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=276
There is a toddler group which meets in the Church Hall in
Shiplake every Wednesday morning (10am-12pm)

Commercial Institutions of Note
Henley Tesco Supermarket
http://www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk/?bID=2653
The Henley-On-Thames Tesco Superstore is within the Parish of
Harpsden.
Local Shops
There are convenience stores in Lower Shiplake and Binfield
Heath that serve the community
Public Houses and Restaurants in the Benefice
http://whatpub.com/search?q=Binfield+Heath&t=t&p
=1&alt=&lat=51.5008&lng=-0.92469&r=3
There are two pubs in Shiplake, two pubs in Playhatch as well
as a restaurant in Binfield Heath. There is a further pub in
Binfield Heath that is due to re-open in 2016.
Loddon Brewery
http://www.loddonbrewery.com
The Loddon Brewery based in Dunsden has previously
produced a beer that raised money for All Saints Church

Other Benefice Community Institutions of
Note (Community Links)
Shiplake Ringing Centre
http://www.shiplakeringingcentre.org.uk/
The Shiplake Ringing Centre is based at St Peter and St Paul’s
in Shiplake and focuses on the ringers from the Reading
Branch of the Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.
The church has a ring of eight bells, which were replaced in
2010 with some additional work to strengthen the tower, and
a very keen band of ringers under the expert guidance of the
Tower Captain. Ringers come from far and wide to ring our
bells and tuition is given to anyone interested in giving it a try.
There are also hand bells and ringers.

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: SHIPLAKE TODDLER GROUP, THE
PLOWDEN ARMS IN SHIPLAKE, SHIPLAKE RINGING CENTRE
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John Hodges’ Trust
The rector may accept an ex-officio position as a member of the committee of management of the John
Hodges' Trust for Harpsden Village Hall. In addition to providing and maintaining the village hall and the
playing field facilities, the Trust also offers financial support for local causes via its good causes committee.
This committee focuses in particular on the relief of financial hardship, either generally or individually, of
people living in the parish, and the 'relief of the sick-poor' living in the parish and its surrounding
neighbourhood.
Recent initiatives have included financial support for a Parish Nurse, a bursary scheme for the Harpsden PreSchool, singing therapy sessions at a local care home, and donations towards the costs of Foster Care,
Christmas Hampers and the upkeep of the cemetery at St Margaret’s Church, Harpsden. New initiatives are
continually being reviewed and proposals which seek financial support are welcomed.
Harpsden Village Hall
http://www.harpsdenhall.org.uk/
Harpsden Village Hall is situated in the centre of the village. It was built in
1924 and has recently been modernised to provide disabled access, a
refurbished kitchen and a new toilet block, whilst still retaining its oldfashioned charm.
Shiplake Memorial Hall
http://www.shiplakehall.com/

HARPSDEN VILLAGE HALL

Shiplake Memorial Hall (equivalent to the village hall) was established in
1927 as a memorial to "those who fell in the Great War, 1914-1918".

Eye and Dunsden Village Hall
http://www.dunsdenvillagehall.co.uk/
The Eye & Dunsden Village Hall is situated in Dunsden, just across from the Village Green and the Community
Orchard. Dunsden is one of a group of villages/hamlets that make up the South Oxfordshire Parish of Eye &
Dunsden, the others being Playhatch and Sonning Eye.
Binfield Heath Chapel
http://www.binfieldheathchurch.org.uk/
Binfield Heath Chapel is a congregational church based in the village of
Binfield Heath (within the Parish of Shiplake with Dunsden) led by Pastor
Thomas Brand. The church is a member of the Evangelical Fellowship of
Congregational Churches (EFCC). Since there is no burial ground at the chapel
it has been known for church members to be buried at All Saints Dunsden.
YMCA Henley
http://www.henleyymca.org.uk/
YMCA Henley is in the Parish of Harpsden and provides a range of facilities
and activities for the communities of Henley and the surrounding area.
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Henley Golf Club
http://www.henleygc.com/
The village of Harpsden is home to Henley Golf
Club
Harpsden Cricket Club
http://harpsden.play-cricket.com/
Harpsden Cricket Club has one team playing in
Division 3 of the Morrant Chilterns Cricket League on
Saturdays and plays friendly matches on Sundays
throughout the summer.

HARPSDEN CRICKET CLUB

Women’s Institute in the Benefice
Shiplake Women’s Institute meets on the third Wednesday of every month at Shiplake Memorial Hall.
Harpsden Women’s Institute meets on the second Wednesday of every month at Harpsden Village Hall. The
WI in Dunsden was suspended in 2015 due to insufficient numbers.
British Legion in the Benefice
http://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=149
The Shiplake and Dunsden branch of the British Legion meets once a month on
the second Wednesday of the month ten months of the year either at member’s
houses or at Shiplake College. There is also a branch of the British Legion in
Harpsden.
Scouts and Guides in the Benefice
http://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=152
Shiplake Scout Group has Beaver, Cub and Scout sections catering for boys
and girls between the ages of 6 - 14 years old based in the scout hut in
Shiplake. Henley and Shiplake Brownies based at Harpsden Village Hall
caters for girls ages around 7 – 9 years old.
Care Homes in the Benefice
http://www.majesticare.co.uk/lashbrook-house-care-centre_c244.aspx
http://www.carehome.co.uk/carehome.cfm/searchazref/10001055TOWB

SHIPLAKE BEAVERS

There are two residential care homes for elderly residents in Shiplake,
Lashbrook House and The Tower House

Rosemary Club
http://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=151
There is a support group for the elderly called the Rosemary Club, meeting fortnightly, which was started by
members of the Shiplake congregation and is still run by church members.
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Shiplake and Dunsden Dramatic Organisation (SHADDO)
http://www.shaddo.org.uk/

PERFORMANCES BY THE SHIPLAKE AND DUNSDEN DRAMATIC ORGANISATION

SHADDO is a group of amateur dramatic enthusiasts who have a reputation for the Pantomimes which have
been staged annually since the turn of the century. Membership is based predominantly on the villages of
Shiplake and the surrounding area with many members from further afield.
Shiplake Village Interest Groups
http://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=153
The Shiplake Village Interest Groups (formally Shiplake Village Community Club) includes community activities
such as walking, gardening, art history, local history, book club, painting and bridge.
Binfield Heath Village Society
http://www.binfieldheath.org.uk/13.html
The Binfield Heath Village Society encourages people who live in the village to come together and meet one
another. A key event is the annual Village Day on the recreation ground at the end of May or early June.
Every Christmas the village gathers round the tree outside the Binfield Heath village shop for Carol Singing
with a brass band.
Binfield Heath Polo Club
http://www.binfieldheathpoloclub.co.uk/
Founded in 1994, the club is based at Lord Phillimore’s grounds
in Binfield Heath.
Binfield Heath Flower and Dog Show
http://www.binfieldheathflowershow.com/
The Binfield Heath Annual Flower Show and Companion Dog
Show takes place each August Bank Holiday Saturday. The
show attracts a large number of visitors and is a forum for local
people to show what they can do in the many flower,
vegetable, arts and crafts competitions. There are many other
attractions and side shows and is always a fixture for the
Woodley Concert Band.
BINFIELD HEATH FLOWER SHOW
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Harpsden Fete and Dog Show
https://www.facebook.com/Harpsden-VillageFete-113847678805062
Harpsden Village Fete has been held for over 75
years in the fields next to Harpsden village hall.
Alongside the favourites such as Hoopla, Tug of
War and Cream Teas there are more unusual
activities like the Reptile Tent and Circus Skills
where children can experience something a bit
different. Over £5,000 was taken on the field last
year which goes to local charities including St
Margaret’s Church, the Royal British Legion,
Harpsden Pre-School and 1st Henley Brownies.
HARPSDEN FETE AND DOG SHOW

Owen in Dunsden
http://owenindunsden.org/
Wilfred Owen, the WWI war poet, was lay assistant to the Vicar of All
Saints Dunsden from 1911-1913. The Owen in Dunsden organisation
seeks to recognize the works of Owen and has held a number of concerts
at All Saints Church Dunsden. A number of the congregation of All Saints
are closely involved in this group.
The Filling Station
http://thefillingstation.org.uk

BLUE PLAQUE AT DUNSDEN VILLAGE HALL

Although not situated in our Benefice, the Filling Station in Henley plays an
important part in the lives of a proportion of the congregation at Shiplake
and twelve are committed to the Filling Station team. With over 100
attending at the Town Hall every month it brings Christians of all
denominations and none together through contemporary worship, quality
teaching and prayer ministry.
SHIPLAKE PARISHIONER WORSHIPING
AT THE FILLING STATION

THE BENEFICE
History of the Benefice
In the immediate post-war period, there were three parishes, Dunsden, Harpsden-cum-Bolney and Shiplake,
each with its own church and minister. In a reorganisation in 1977 Shiplake and Dunsden were merged into a
single parish with two churches and a full-time Vicar. In a further reorganisation, at the end of 2002
Harpsden, which had until that date continued as a separate parish with a part-time priest, was merged with
Shiplake with Dunsden to create the existing United Benefice; the Vicar of Shiplake with Dunsden now acting
also as Rector of Harpsden and taking the title of Rector of the United Benefice.
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Organisation of the Benefice
The Benefice is run via the two PCCs - one for the Parish of Shiplake with Dunsden and one for the Parish of
Harpsden-cum-Bolney. The two PCCs meet separately every two months. Prior to the interregnum, the PCC
meetings were preceded by a meeting of the joint liaison committee which consists of the Rector, the four
Churchwardens (two for each parish) plus the treasurers and the PCC secretaries. In addition, both Shiplake
and Dunsden PCC members met separately with the Rector about four times a year to deal with detail
matters concerning the running of the churches.
The two PCCs have their own accounts.

Current Service Pattern and Style of Services
The majority of services in the Benefice are Sung Eucharist.
However, while continuing to meet the needs of those who prefer
this style of worship, the previous incumbent introduced more
contemporary services to meet the needs of worshippers requiring
an alternative to the traditional Sung Eucharist. The majority of
services at Harpsden and Dunsden are Sung Eucharist while at
Shiplake, two Sundays per month consist of more contemporary
style services. Each church has a Sunday service every week except
where there is a fifth Sunday in the month when we come together
and worship as a benefice.
Prior to the interregnum there was also a monthly Benefice Choral
evensong which alternated between Shiplake and Harpsden.

BENEFICE SERVICE AT HARPSDEN

Further details on the specific services offered are discussed under
each church later in this profile.

Benefice Office
There is a well-equipped Benefice office in Shiplake church. The administrator, appointed in September 2015,
works for 12 hours a week, over three mornings.
Dropbox is increasingly used to support communication within the ministry team.
Much printing is in house and email is used wherever possible, e.g. monthly pew sheet/newsletter.
The office acts as liaison point for information exchange, diaries etc.
for all three churches.
Benefice costs are shared 2:1 i.e. Shiplake with Dunsden: Harpsden.

Communication
We have a benefice website
http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk as well as Twitter
https://twitter.com/sdh_benefice and Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/shiplakedunsdenharpsden accounts.
The website, Facebook and Twitter are managed by committed
volunteers.
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The Benefice Team
Rev Pam Gordon
Pam is an Associate Priest with permission to officiate with both Bishop Colin, Bishop of
Dorchester and Bishop Andrew, Bishop of Reading. Ordained in 2002 she served in
Wargrave and Knowl Hill before joining the Rectors team in this benefice in 2012
offering two days plus Sundays. The PCCs of Shiplake with Dunsden and Harpsdencum-Bolney invited her to act as clergy liaison with churchwardens and benefice office
manager for the interregnum; she is currently giving four days plus Sundays.
She is assistant Prior of the order of Jacob’s Well, and as an elder, leads an
ecumenical ministry team in Berkshire, Oxfordshire and Hampshire (Wellspring).
In the Diocese, Pam is a member of an advisory team overseen by Bishop Alan of
Buckingham.
Rev Michael Forrer
Michael is an associate priest with permission to officiate who was ordained in 1960 in
Coventry Cathedral. He joined the benefice team three years ago after 12 years as
associate Vicar at St Andrew’s Sonning. Michael is married to Ying with three teenage
sons, they live outside of the benefice in neighbouring Woodley where Michael is also
an elected local councillor.
Before he retired, Michael involved in management consultancy specializing in Change
Management
Rev Michael Seymour Jones
Michael is an associate priest in the Parish of Shiplake with Dunsden with permission to
officiate and was priested in 2009. Originally from Lancashire, he has lived in Binfield
Heath for 45 years and has been involved in the church all that time. He is married to
Jean with two daughters and three grandchildren.
Before he retired, Michael was a consultant in the logistics industry.
Jocelyn Haynes - Parish Nurse
Jocelyn is the parish nurse for the churches of Shiplake, Dunsden and Harpsden and
was the first appointed parish nurse in Oxfordshire. Jocelyn is a registered nurse
whose duties include pastoral and hospital visits with a particular focus on caring for
elderly people. Patients can be referred to her by GPs and nurses. She works part
time on a voluntary basis with her expenses covered by donations.
Nadine Widdows - Benefice Administrator
Nadine lives outside the parish in Sonning Common with her husband Duncan. Nadine
has enjoyed a career as an Executive Assistant at British Gas, Ernst & Young and spent
her earlier years at several law firms in the Thames Valley. Prior to that, a carer for
the elderly and people with learning disabilities; a role she remembers with fondness.
FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: REVD PAM GORDON, REVD MICHAEL FORRER, REVD MICHAEL SEYMOUR JONES, JOCELYN HAYNES, NADINE WIDDOWS
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THE RECTORY
The Rectory is a well-proportioned detached 4 bedroom house built in the 1960s adjacent to St Peter and St
Paul’s Church in Shiplake. It is situated on the west side of Shiplake churchyard with access from Church Lane.
It sits in its own substantial fenced garden with mature lawns and flowerbeds. It is approached by its own
gated short drive with parking for a number of cars. It has an attached garage for two cars.
There is a study, two further reception rooms, downstairs toilet, bathroom, kitchen and a utility room.

VIEWS AND FLOOR PLANS OF THE RECTORY
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Parish of Harpsden-cum-Bolney
INTRODUCTION FROM CHURCHWARDENS
Thank you for taking the time to read about St Margaret’s, Harpsden. You will see that we are such a tiny
church but you must believe us when we say that inside big and amazing things happen!

St Margaret's Harpsden-cum-Bolney
http://shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk/pages/Harpsden_church_history.php
The church is believed to date from the 12th century and is built of local flint. In the grounds stands The
Oratory, a small room created from the original lych-gate which historically led into the grounds of the Manor
House behind the church. It has been used as a quiet place of prayer over many years, is kept open at all
times and is sometimes used as an overnight refuge. The main church is also open for prayer during the day.
The churchyard is now decommissioned and interments are carried out in Harpsden Cemetery, (The Upper
Churchyard), which is just a hundred yards or so from the
church. The cemetery is beautifully sited and rather
lovely. Costs of maintenance are, on the whole, met by
our church with currently a yearly contribution from the
Parish Council and the John Hodges trust.
The church is fully Health and Safety compliant and in
good structural repair. A quinquennial inspection took
place at Harpsden in 2014 and all immediate works
required have been actioned.

ST MARGARET'S CHURCH

A Visitation was carried out by the Area Dean and Lay
Chair in January 2015 and we were praised for the care
and attention to detail that we put into looking after St.
Margaret's.
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REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services at Harpsden
Services are shared between members of the clergy team.
First, Second, Third and Fourth Sundays of the Month
09:30 Sung Eucharist. The style of worship is still traditional
with a Eucharist service with choir using traditional language.
Average attendance 55. The Sunday school meets on the
first and third Sundays of the month.
THE CHANCEL AT ST MARGARET'S
First Sunday of the Month
08:00 BCP Communion (Currently Suspended During Interregnum). Average attendance 3.

17:00 Benefice Choral Evensong (Currently Suspended During Interregnum). This service alternates between
Shiplake and Harpsden churches. Average attendance at Harpsden 24.

Other Services at Harpsden
Midweek Holy Communion
10:00 2nd Wednesday of the Month (Currently Suspended During Interregnum). Average attendance 5.
Seasonal Services
Easter Festival Sung Eucharist. Attendance in 2015 110
Remembrance Sunday. Attendance in 2015 76
Benefice Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. Attendance in 2015 110
Christmas morning Sung Eucharist. Attendance in 2015 105

REVD PAM GORDON TALKING TO PARISHONERS OF ST MARGARET'S BEFORE THE SERVICE

We also hold every Christmas Eve our hugely popular Christingle Service attended by around 200 very
excited children, parents and grandparents.
We hold a Lent course every year which continues to be popular and well supported.
We are currently discussing ways to celebrate Her Majesty's 90th Birthday.
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PARISH TEAM
Church Wardens
Valerie Nicholson
http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk/pages/valerie_nicholson.php
Susan Hunt
http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk/pages/susan_hunt.php

PCC Secretary
Tilden McKean

Treasurer
Jonathan May

Director of Music
Sarah Seymour

PARISH ORGANISATION
Electoral Role
The church electoral roll for Harpsden is 82.

PCC
There is a dedicated PCC with 10 members, meeting every two months.

PCC Committees
There is a standing committee which consists of the two church wardens,
secretary and treasurer.

VARIOUS DUTIES AT HARPSDEN FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: PREPARING FOR THE SERVICE, BELL RINGING, TEA COFFEE AND WASHING UP
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PARISH ANALYSIS
Strengths
The style of worship is still largely traditional with a Eucharist
service every Sunday (except on the 5th Sunday) with
attendance in the region of 55 communicants.
There is a strong, loyal and dedicated congregation in a church
that encourages a high level of commitment and participation.
It can be said that most of the congregation serve on at least
one rota and the ethos of the church is one of team effort and
willingness to give support in any way that is needed. One of
the greatest strengths, therefore, is that the congregation has a
strong "self-help" ethos. Its PCC, which meets every two months,
is very active, taking full responsibility for all church activities,
and its parishioners perform all of the parts of the services that
THE ORATORY
the C. of E. statutes permit. This has put it in the position of being
very ready at all times to take on whatever new challenges arise, with people willing and available to do
what is needed.
There is a small but enthusiastic Sunday school, currently numbering seven. The children begin their worship
with the congregation and leave during The Gloria to study in the separate vestry room. The children then rejoin the adults as they go up to the altar for communion or blessing.
The church has a name for being welcoming and inclusive – a feedback received regularly from newcomers
who choose to worship here over other churches.
Active groups include a Bible Study group; a long standing prayer group and a Julian group.
Flowers: The church is fortunate to have a highly skilled flower team who
take their work very seriously and produce the most exceptional work.
Communication: There is a team of pew sheet editors who, in turn,
produce a weekly pew sheet for the Sunday service which provides
details and reminders of current and future events.

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT

The church has a monthly magazine, Harpsden Parish News, produced by
a congregation member and sent out by email, with hard copies in church
for those who still prefer the paper version; extra copies are delivered in
the village.
Communication with the congregation is maintained by email which
regularly informs of issues or points of relevance or interest.
The Church Wardens operate on a total approachability arrangement
and can always be contacted for anything that needs flagging up or
problem solving.

HARPSDEN PEW SHEET
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PCC members are each assigned a small group from the congregation as
their contacts and thus a two way system of communication operates. For

The Benefice Of Shiplake With Dunsden & Harpsden-Cum-Bolney
example PCC Minutes are sent out this way and any questions, if they arise, are answered where possible.
The idea is that the congregation feel involved and can receive answers to any questions they may have
concerning the running of the church.
One of the benefits of having a Benefice office is being part of its link to the rest of the Benefice. Certainly,
as far as communication is concerned, we are in the 21st century!
Social:
Fellowship Lunch: Various members of the church meet monthly at a nearby pub to enjoy lunch. This was
started some years ago and has proved to be a highly successful way to bring people together.
Harvest Supper: Hugely popular and held
in Harpsden village hall. All in the Benefice
are invited to take this opportunity to eat a
good supper, to sing together and generally
to enjoy an uplifting social occasion.
Community Singing: This is arranged by the
music director at one of the care homes in
Shiplake and is held once a month. Anyone
can join in this singing and it is very much
appreciated and enjoyed by the residents.

HARVEST SUPPER

Many members of St Margaret’s support and take active part in the annual village fete which raises a great
deal of money for charity from which the church receives a generous share.
The John Hodges Trust: Harpsden has this significant local organisation which is strongly connected to
Harpsden Village Hall and Harpsden Cricket Club.
General:
Children/Youth in the Parish: Funds have
just been released from an historic sale of
the property willed under The John Hodges
Trust for the religious education of the
young in village. The church has in mind to
build an extension to the church in which
youth activities can be carried out to attract
the young of the Parish and further. This is
in the very early stage but is nevertheless
an exciting concept which the church would
like to pursue.
The village of Harpsden is a particularly
pretty village with a thriving sense of
community amongst residents.
SUNDAY SCHOOL POEM
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Weaknesses
There is currently no vision or strategy for the future of the church in terms of outreach
and attracting new people to the congregation. This may change with possible plans
for a youth room (see previous item under Strengths).
We are failing to provide anything significant for teenagers and early 20's and so,
with only a few exceptions, we are not managing to keep them in our congregations.
The Sunday school meet only every other week.
Harpsden is a small village and does not have a large population of children or very
young people. This impacts on local outreach and growth of congregation.
WINDOW AT ST
MARGARET'S

Our traditional Eucharist service does not lend itself to or encourage family service. The
congregation is, on the whole, unreceptive to the more informal approaches to worship
and resists change.

MUSIC AT ST MARGARET’S
There is an active choir headed up by a
music director. The choir’s music is much
appreciated by the congregation and is
largely traditional. New music is
steadily being introduced and enjoyed
as well as ongoing appreciation of
anthems when they replace the Psalm in
the Eucharist service.

FINANCIAL

HARPSDEN CHOIR REHEARSING

The church is solvent with 20% of the annual income coming from sources other than collection plate giving.
The Parish Share was increased from 80% to 85% of that requested during 2015 (£33,530) – the parish
share figure for 2015 was £39,447.
Charitable giving is presently currently 8% of St Margaret’s income running at £4,000 annually split into four
charities (both local and international).

SUMMARY
For us St Margaret’s exemplifies so much that is good in a well-run church.
We work as a team – every member of our congregation has chosen to be
on a duty rota of some kind. The style of our church is consciously yet
naturally welcoming and inclusive and with this comes the encouragement to
become more involved and part of the team. The result of this is a safe and
secure sense of belonging to something very special as we come together to
worship God - a sense of being uplifted. We are a group of people who
feel we belong with each other whenever and wherever we meet.
ALTAR AT ST MARGARET'S
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Thank you for reading about St Margaret’s.
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Parish of Shiplake with Dunsden
INTRODUCTION FROM CHURCHWARDENS
The Parish of Shiplake with Dunsden consist of two churches, St Peter and St Paul’s in Shiplake and All Saints in
Dunsden. The two churches were merged into one parish in 1977. Currently there are two church wardens for
the parish, one predominantly responsible for St Peter and St Paul’s in Shiplake and one predominantly
responsible for All Saints.

CHURCH AND PARISH ROOMS
Shiplake Parish Church – St Peter and St Paul’s
http://shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk/pages/Shiplake_church_history.php
St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Church Lane, is the Shiplake and Lower Shiplake village Parish Church. The
church sits between Lower Shiplake which has a railway station, shops and pub and Shiplake where the
Shiplake Church of England Primary School can be found. The Church dates from about 1140 A.D. It occupies
a dominant and picturesque position overlooking the River Thames. The Mediaeval windows are of French
origin from the Abbey of St. Bertin in St. Omer. More recent stained glass windows are the work of a local
artist. There is further interest in the church because Alfred Lord Tennyson was married there. The church is
usually open to visitors and for private prayer during the daytime
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The Benefice office is located in the vestry.
There is a separate carpeted area within the church,
partitioned off by glass doors with kitchen facilities and
storage cupboards.
The well-appointed Rectory in Church Lane is adjacent to
the churchyard.
The church has recently had a quinquennial inspection and is
a good state of repair. We have also had a Visitation
from the Area Dean and the Lay Chairperson during 2015 which confirmed that we were in very good shape
and we were congratulated for the manner in which we were looking after the church.
ST PETER AND ST PAUL'S CHURCH

Dunsden Parish Church – All Saints
http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk/pages/Dunsden_church_history.php
Dunsden Parish was created in 1876 out of the Parish of St.
Andrew's, Sonning. The church was built in 1842 with money donated
by the Palmer family at Holme Park, Sonning (now the Bluecoat
School). It was served as a "chapel-of-ease" by clergy from Sonning
until the first Vicar was appointed in 1876. In 1977 the parish was
amalgamated with Shiplake.
The church is quite a large, uncluttered, unpretentious Victorian
building seating about 170. It has a wide nave furnished with pine
pews, and a chancel and sanctuary. There is an area at the back of
the church for serving refreshments and where small children can
play with toys and books provided during services.
The church stands in farmland on a narrow lane that connects
Dunsden Green with the road between Emmer Green and Harpsden.
There are only a few adjacent houses, the majority of the
congregation coming from Emmer Green and Caversham.
A Quinquennial Inspection took place in 2015 and apart from some
damp, it is in good structural repair.

THE CHANCEL AT ALL SAINTS

The Ark – Shiplake
Adjacent to St Peter and St Paul’s Church in Shiplake is the Ark
which is an oak framed detached building with a tiled roof and
oak floor. It was built in 2012 and offers fully accessible
excellent accommodation for children’s work, group meetings,
friendship lunches, and pastoral events. It is equipped with a full
kitchen, storage cupboards and toilet facilities.

THE ARK AT SHIPLAKE
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Adjacent to The Ark is the storage building of similar design,
completed in 2015 to provide secure storage for the mowing
machines and other churchyard maintenance equipment.
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Shiplake Church Hall
The Church Hall at Shiplake, whist close to St Peter and St
Paul’s Church, is located on a separate site. It provides
separate accommodation for larger scale activities that the
Ark cannot accommodate and is available for community
use. Its large car park offsets the difficulties of parking in
the narrow and 50% unmaintained Church Lane. Facilities
are basic but adequate for current users.

THE CHURCH HALL AT SHIPLAKE

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services at Shiplake
During the past 5 years of the previous incumbency the church has made a significant transition towards more
all age inclusive and contemporary services and that has impacted the monthly pattern. This was a specific
response to the needs of families, and the wider experience of many in the congregation who were
conversant with 21st Century worship developments, especially the flexibility of Common Worship and
modern composers and hymn writers. This is showing success if that is measured by involvement in the life of
the church.
The current pattern of services is to alternate weeks
between Sung Eucharist with more informal All Age
Worship / a Parish and Family Holy Communion. The
contrast is continued with traditional services having
wafers, sub deacon, and receiving Holy Communion at
the high altar whereas Parish and Family Holy
communion has a simple nave table and bread with
Holy Communion distributed in the nave.

BALLOON RELEASE AT A FOSTERING AND ADOPTION SERVICE

The principle behind this pattern was that within the
Benefice there is a Sung Eucharist somewhere every
week. One church would seek to serve those young in
faith or age and those for whom worship can be more
creative than predictable, and the stimulation of the
new rather than the comfort of the familiar.
Inevitably the change of services has not pleased
everyone and some of our older members have left us.
Many have stayed within the Benefice but chosen the
styles of worship with which they are most familiar and
that they find relevant. Those for whom weekly choral
singing is important have mostly elected to join
Harpsden.

CREATIVE ART INSTALLATION FOR EASTER
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The change has pleased others who are stimulated in their worship by the cross-section of congregation and
forms of worship, more participative and multisensory. Of those who have chosen to join and support the new
pattern there has been active involvement in sustaining the heart of worship, e.g. as musicians, Sunday school
leaders, initiating social activities and house group.
First Sunday of the Month
11:00 All Age Family Service. This is an informal and
relaxed service where the family of the church (young and
old) can share together through song, (with worship band
of keyboard guitar, mandolin, drums, and singers) a bible
reading, an interactive talk, and prayers or a prayer
activity. Average attendance 70.

ALL AGED FAMILY SERVICE AT SHIPLAKE

17:00 Benefice Choral Evensong (Currently Suspended
During Interregnum). This service alternates between
Shiplake and Harpsden churches. Average attendance at
Shiplake 22.

Second and Fourth Sundays of the Month
11:00 Sung Eucharist & Sunday Club. The service is led by the clergy with an organist supported by a newly
formed group of singers and seasonal liturgy. The children attend Sunday Club in the Ark which is next to the
church. Average attendance 65
Second Sunday of the Month
19:00 Sunday@Seven@Shiplake (Currently Suspended During Interregnum). This is a contemporary, relaxed
service of praise and teaching which uses multi-media resources and modern songs. Average attendance 14.
Third Sunday of the Month
08:00 BCP Communion (Currently Suspended During Interregnum). Average attendance 5.
11:00 Parish & Family Holy Communion & Sunday Club. This is a service using words and responses
specifically written for inclusive, family worship – simple and straightforward so that they are accessible by
all. It fuses the all-age service with a simple service of Holy Communion and lasts about 40-45 minutes.
There is an age appropriate short talk/sermon to encourage and challenge all who attend. The altar moves
to the nave and bread replaces wafers. Music is usually accompanied on the piano. Average attendance 51.

WEDDING SERVICE AT SHIPLAKE
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Other Services at Shiplake
Parish Morning Prayer
08:20 Daily during Shiplake College Term Time. The church is used by Shiplake College each weekday
morning in term time for a service of Parish Morning Prayer. This service is normally led by the College
Chaplain, but is open to all in the parish.

PARISH MORNING PRAYER LED BY SHIPLAKE COLLEGE

Seasonal Services
Easter Sunday Festival Eucharist. Attendance in 2015 286
Christmas morning service. Attendance in 2015 374
Remembrance Sunday. Attendance in 2015 101

Sunday Services at Dunsden

RIVERSIDE COMMUNION WITH SHIPLAKE COLLEGE

Services at Dunsden have traditionally been Sung Eucharist every week led by one of the clergy team. Not
long after the previous incumbent took his position, one member of the clergy team left and another was not
able to preach due to illness. As a result of this, the previous incumbent was investigating reducing the number
of services at Dunsden to two per month. During the spring of 2011 it was proposed that to prevent closure
on one of the two Sundays, a Lay-Led service would be introduced known as Morning Praise. This service ran
in the Lay-Led format until 2012 at which point the clergy team was restored to a team of four since when the
service has been led by a priest.
First, Second and Fourth Sundays of the Month
11:00 Sung Eucharist. The service is led by the clergy and supported by the choir using contemporary
language. During communion the choir sing a specially prepared anthem. Average attendance 30

ALL SAINTS CONGREGATION

Third Sunday of the Month
11:00 Morning Praise. This service is led by a minister
and supported by the choir and organist. There is a
reading and hymns from the BBC Songs of Praise book.
These are followed by a talk or activity in which the
congregation can participate followed by a time for
both public and private prayer. Average attendance 29
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Other Services at Dunsden
Seasonal Services
Easter Sunday Festival Eucharist. Attendance in 2015 57
Midnight Mass. Attendance in 2015 65
Remembrance Sunday. Attendance in 2015 47

MUSIC IN THE PARISH
Music at Shiplake

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY AT DUNSDEN WAR MEMORIAL

The organ is played by our classically trained pianist and experienced music leader for the more formal
Eucharist services, with a keyboard for contemporary
services. He rehearses the newly formed group of
singers who support every type of service. He is also a
specialist in sound technology.
A worship band plays for the All Age services and the
Parish and Family communication services and
sometimes for the Family Holy Communion services.
The band is led by a musician who plays both
keyboard and guitar, other members play drums,
mandolin, guitar and occasionally violin. Membership
varies. There can be soloists.
Our newly emergent group of singers, about four at
present, range from two competent choristers who
want to support all types of worship, to the inexperienced. They sing at all services, but from within the
congregation for All Age services. Their hope is to build their repertoire to offer anthems. Some members of
the church singing group are involved with the other Benefice churches in community singing at Lashbrook
House, a local nursing home specialising in dementia care.
WORSHIP BAND LEADING CONGREGATION IN SONG

Music at Dunsden
Music has generally been selected by Philip Bowcock the
organist and choir master subject to the approval of whoever
is leading the Service. Hymns and sung responses are played
on the church’s small pipe organ, built by John Holdich in
1875; there is a small but ageing choir.
For the Sung Eucharist services, hymns are sung from the
Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard Edition (1975).
For the Morning Praise services hymns are generally sung from
the BBC Songs of Praise Hymn Book. Philip states that one of
his objectives is that apart from Christmastide, Dunsden only
sings any hymn once except where the President makes a
particular request.
BENEFICE CHOIR AT ALL SAINTS
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CHILDREN/YOUTH IN THE PARISH
Shiplake
Children are an important part of our church, they are always welcome and we provide quiet toys/activities
for those who do not want to join Sunday school during Sung Eucharist services. Sunday Club meets in the Ark
with Messy Church type activity parallel to one of the Sung Eucharists and Roots based learning in other
weeks.

THE EASTER STORY GAME PLAYED AT MESSY CHURCH

All Saints Dunsden
While there is a space at the back of All Saints Church with some toys, there is no organized provision for
children at All Saints Dunsden.

PASTORAL CARE
Parish (Benefice) Nurse
Our qualified Parish Nurse provides an excellent link between the church and the community. The Ark is her
base, e.g. for carers’ coffee mornings and one to one meetings. She works with the Clergy team in visiting and
offering support and prayer wherever it is needed. This ministry is supported by a charity.

Friendship Lunch at Shiplake
On the first Sunday of each month a friendship lunch is held in the Ark at Shiplake after the service on
Sunday.
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LEARNING
Lent courses are run every year. Alpha was last run in 2013. A reconvened house
group meets regularly. The Filling Station meets in Henley every month and several
church members are involved in promoting that. Individuals follow their particular
interest for furthering their learning, e.g. in spiritual direction, vocational courses.
Clergy provide preparation for baptism, confirmation and marriage.

OUTREACH / COMMUNITY
Outreach to local care homes

LEARNING ABOUT BAPTISM

There are two care homes for elderly residents in Shiplake and some residents greatly value communion being
taken to them. Church members are involved in informal visiting on a regular basis.

Shiplake Farm Nativity

SHIPLAKE FARM NATIVITY

For two years we have transformed the barn of
Shiplake Farm, by kind permission of the farmer, into
a Nativity setting with hay bales for seating, live
animals and a real baby to be Jesus. In 2015 we
offered morning and afternoon performances- over
500 people attended. Comments were very positive
and the increased numbers over 2014 suggest how
well it was received first time. We travelled from
creation to ascension through original and familiar
music, simple drama and much participation with bells
and light sticks, torches and costumes and our singers.

Pancake Supper at Dunsden
All Saints Dunsden arranges a popular annual pancake supper for the benefice. Held at Dunsden Village hall,
a lively beetle drive follows the pancake tossing and eating.

Concer ts and Events
All Saints has a long history of arranging Fetes, Concerts, Flower Festivals and social events. We encourage
the participation of members of all three Churches and students from Shiplake College bringing our faith
community together and enabling us to reach out into the wider world. In 2014 our Flower Festival adopted
WW1 Poets as its theme and later that year members of the French Owen Association from the town of Ors in
France, where Owen was killed, took part in a Concert based upon the life and times of Wilfred Owen.

Probation Service
All Saints Church has links with the Thames Valley Probation Service to
contribute to the rehabilitation of those who had been sentenced
through the Courts to community service. Over the last four years
around 120 offenders have come to All Saints to work and members
of the congregation often join with them, provide tea and homemade
cakes and engage in group conversations.
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PARISH TEAM
Church Wardens
Julian Morse (Shiplake)
http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk/pages/julian_morse.php
Philip Chaimbault (Dunsden)
http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk/pages/philip_chaimbault.php

PCC Secretary
Position Vacant

Finance Team
Treasurer - Kathryn Meah
Support Team - Rosemary Jones (Finance Dunsden), Denise Ryan (Fees Clerk),
Sheron Withers (Book Keeping), Helen Mearns (Gift Aid), John Penrose
(Auditor), Alan Mitchell (Banking)

Music Teams
Dunsden Organist – Philip Bowcock
Shiplake Organist – Stuart Colam
Shiplake Worship Band - Ben Cosh (Guitar and Keyboards), Haydyn Duffy
(Bass Guitar), Robert Brain (Guitar and Mandolin), Richard Crossman (Drums).

Flower Teams
There is a small dedicated flower team at both Shiplake and Dunsden who look
after the floral arrangements each week.

Service Teams
Neil Cotton joined Shiplake church with experience as a sub-deacon in Rochester
cathedral. He alone fulfils this role when on duty at Sung Eucharist services.
There are no servers in the Shiplake ministry team.
Some aspects of managing services are by teams with rotas others are more
flexible and open to involvement by self-selection. (Coffee/tea after services,
reading the lesson, welcoming, etc.)

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: PHILIP BOWCOCK, NEILL COTTON (AT ROCHESTER), PIPPA HUGHES, AND STUART COLAM
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PARISH ORGANISATION
Electoral Role
The church electoral roll for Shiplake with
Dunsden is 181.

PCC
Shiplake and Dunsden have a combined PCC of
16 members meeting on a bi-monthly basis
usually held in The Ark at Shiplake.

PCC Committees
In addition to the PCC there is a standing
committee and a finance committee.

GOD'S BIG FAMILY

FINANCIAL
Our finances are in a healthy state and we have been able to pay 80% of our Parish share after allowing
for £5000.00 of charitable donations. The combined Parish Share for the Benefice amounted to £96517.00
in 2015 of which £57070.00 is allocated to Shiplake with Dunsden

PARISH ANALYSIS
Strengths
We have good links with Shiplake Church of England Primary School where we can promote church events
Communication, which was one of our weak points, is now very strong with a fully functioning, well equipped
Benefice office in Shiplake church and an administrator working 3 mornings a week.
We have built an on-line presence with a website as well as using social media such as Facebook and twitter.
At Dunsden Church the amplification system has been recently replaced and there is a hearing loop installed
for the hard of hearing.
At Dunsden Church there is a large car park for 80 cars.

STEAM ENGINE COLLECTING WEDDING PARTY AT DUNSDEN CHURCH
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Shiplake church has a number of flexible spaces; the Church
Hall, the Ark as well as separate carpeted area within the
church building itself.
There is a strong congregational community who work
together for the benefit of the Churches and each other.

Weaknesses
Dunsden Church is located on the Parish boundary and is
isolated from main residential areas and is difficult to reach
for those without a car.
Shiplake Church is isolated from main residential areas and
access far from easy for those with any mobility concerns.

GREEN GYM HELPING WITH THE MAINTENANCE OF ALL
SAINTS CHURCHYARD BOUNDARIES

At Shiplake Church there is no arrangement for parking in the adjacent college on Sundays.
A significant number of the communicants commute to both churches to worship.
The church buildings are very expensive to maintain.
Apart from Nativity in the Barn, there have been no community focused social events but there are plans for
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s 90th Birthday celebrations.
Stewardship and fundraising have not had sufficient high profile that we might reach 100% parish share.
Alpha has not led to ongoing nurture courses, nor has it been repeated despite the encouraging response we
did have.
At Shiplake Church the amplification system is in need of urgent replacement and this should be combined
ideally with some form of control desk for the worship band.
At Shiplake Church it is not possible to use projection safely. There are no projection facilities at Dunsden
Church
Dunsden Church consists only of the church building,
there are no separate rooms or facilities for small
groups
We do not resource ministry to young people,
especially from age 11. No church members are
involved in any of the voluntary youth activities of the
community.
There is no longer a parish magazine after no parish
member could be found to edit it when the previous
editor stepped down.
THAMES PILGRAMAGE ARRIVING IN SHIPLAKE
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Oppor tunities
The Sunday school at Shiplake has an average
attendance of six. Messy Church was introduced by
the previous incumbent and this has been made a
regular monthly event during the interregnum,
average attendance eight.
It is now two years since we organised an Alpha
course; we have found this to be a good opportunity
to encourage folk to explore their Christian faith and
in many cases to join us in one of the churches.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT SHIPLAKE

We need to focus on developing the musical
strengths, especially voices.

We are keen to enhance and encourage a strong relationship between the headmaster, the members of the
staff and their families and all the pupils and their families of Shiplake College.
There is an opportunity to better promote the Church Hall to provide an additional stream of income for the
church.
There are opportunities to reach out further to the pre-school groups in the benefice where so many younger
families send their children.
The population of the villages of Shiplake, Binfield Heath, Dunsden and Harpsden is some 3,500 people and
there is considerable scope to increase the size of our
congregations if we can reach out to people in a way that attracts
them to our Churches.
There is a loyal, enthusiastic, welcoming congregation at All Saint
Dunsden who are always willing to participate and instigate
activities to enhance parish life however it is ageing with only a
handful of new younger worshippers joining in recent years.
We believe that there is a need and a desire for more Biblical
teaching to meet and encourage the real hunger within sections of
the Benefice for opportunities to deepen their spiritual growth.

SUMMARY

FAMILY AT ALL SAINTS

Our joint Parish of Shiplake and Dunsden is made up of several parts that in faith are drawn together. A
loyal group of Shiplake and Dunsden parishioners have been faithful to the churches over many years, with
family connections that go back generations. Over the past 4 years, this congregation has been joined by
newcomers who have been attracted by the Christ-centred approach to prayer and worship. Together as a
Parish we have seen further development of the church's mission to begin to reach new families and the wider
community. With these recent changes we are still working on building unity and developing church strategy
as we look ahead to welcoming a new Rector.
Thank you for taking the time to read our Parish Profile.
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