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REFLECTIONS FROM THE RECTORY
Dear friends
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At this time of Remembrance with All Souls on 2nd November and
Remembrance Sunday on 11th November always makes me wondering about
this world that we live in.
We can in our lives think that the little things that get us down and upset are
important, but… are they really? What would we feel if we had had a row
over breakfast with our loved ones and then found that we could not say sorry
to them as they had been killed? Why do we get so upset over the small
difficulties in life when we can seem at times to totally ignore the bigger
picture?
Jesus says ‘you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is
this, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” ‘(Mark 12:30-31. NRSV)
I have been struck that we often do not seem to take these words to heart, and
struggle to even like our neighbour, let alone love them. However, the open
letter from Antoine Leiris, which directly addressed the terror gang who
gunned down his wife Hélène Muyal-Leiris in the Paris (November 13th, 2015)
shooting really hit home for me, and so I would like to share this here with you
just in case you missed it, or if you have forgotten what was said.
On Friday night you stole the life of an exceptional being, the love of my life, the
mother of my son, but you won't have my hatred. I don't know who you are
and I don't want to know - you are dead souls. If this God for which you kill
indiscriminately made us in his own image, every bullet in the body of my wife
will have been a wound in his heart.
So no, I don't give you the gift of hating you. You are asking for it but
responding to hatred with anger would be giving in to the same ignorance that
made you what you are.
You want me to be afraid, to view my fellow countrymen with mistrust, to
sacrifice my freedom for security. You have lost. I saw her this morning.
Finally, after many nights and days of waiting. She was just as beautiful as
when she left on Friday night, just as beautiful as when I fell hopelessly in love
over 12 years ago.
Of course I'm devastated with grief, I admit this small victory, but it will be
short-lived. I know she will accompany us every day and that we will find
ourselves in this paradise of free souls to which you'll never have access.
We are two, my son and I, but we are stronger than all the armies of the world.
I don't have any more time to devote to you, I have to join Melvil who is waking
up from his nap. He is barely 17-months-old. He will eat his meals as usual,
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and then we are going to play as usual, and for his whole life this little boy will
threaten you by being happy and free. Because no, you will not have his hatred
either.
This open letter also then reminded me of another great act of forgiveness:
William Ury wrote in his 1999 book The Third Side about the peace campaigner
Gordon Wilson (25th September 1927 – 27th June 1995)
In an interview with the BBC, Wilson described with anguish his last
conversation with his daughter and his feelings toward her killers: "She held
my hand tightly, and gripped me as hard as she could. She said, 'Daddy, I love
you very much.' Those were her exact words to me, and those were the last
words I ever heard her say." To the astonishment of listeners, Wilson went on
to add, "But I bear no ill will. I bear no grudge. Dirty sort of talk is not going to
bring her back to life. She was a great wee lassie. She loved her profession.
She was a pet. She's dead. She's in heaven and we shall meet again. I will pray
for these men tonight and every night."
As historian Jonathan Bardon recounts, "No words in more than twenty-five
years of violence in Northern Ireland had such a powerful, emotional impact."
Let us all then remember that in this world that we live in we can all make a
difference, and we can and should make this world a better place to live in.
Yours in Christ
Robert
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SIDESMEN FOR NOVEMBEER
4th
11th
18th
25th

Benefice Service at Dunsden
(10.00 am)
Paul Barrett and Jo Pavey
Rob and Carol Lewis
James and Elsie Frost

ROTA FOR NOVEMBER READERS
4th
11th
18th
25th

Benefice Service at Dunsden
(10.00 am) Roger Griffiths Heb. 9. 24 – end
Brenda Wright
Heb. 10. 11 – 14 (15-18)19 – 25
Tony Wright
Rev. 1. 4b - 8

PRAYER LEADERS FOR NOVEMBER
4th
11th
18th
25th

Benefice Service at Dunsden
(10.00 am)
Clergy
May Mosawi
Tilden McKean
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SINGING FOR FUN!
Lashbrook House, Shiplake

Anyone can be part of this. Absolutely NO requirement to read music or sing in
harmony – it’s all about fun and fellowship. We befriend the residents, sing
well known favourite songs with word sheets and share a cuppa. If you would
like to join in please tell Sarah Seymour (organist) or phone 0118 9482725 or
email sarah@seymourartandmusic.co.uk. The more the merrier!

Dates for November to be advised

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH

PLEASE CONTACT Hazel Cooke by the preceding Monday
by phone (01491 575876) or by email: hazelcooke01@gmail.com
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN IN THE
FELLOWSHIP LUNCH ON
Wednesday 7th November
at 12.30 pm at the Maltsters’ Arms
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St. Margaret’s Prayer Group
We hold a regular monthly Prayer Group
on the first Tuesday on each month in the Church.
We meet at 10 am and begin with readings before joining together in prayer
for the World’s needs, our local community and each other.
We then enjoy fellowship over coffee and cake!
Please join us at any of our meetings where you will be most welcome

indeed.
If you would like us to hold anyone you know in our prayers please email
your request to:
Jotaylor28@aol.co.uk
Any details or information is kept strictly confidential
within the prayer group.
With all God’s love and blessings to you all
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NOVEMBER SERVICES
FRIDAY
NOVEMBER

7.30 pm

Service to remember
the faithfully departed

Shiplake

SUNDAY
4 NOVEMBER

11.00 am

Benefice Service
Sung Eucharist for All Saint’s Day

Dunsden

MONDAY
5 NOVEMBER

10.00 am

Morning Prayers

Shiplake

WEDNESDAY
7TH NOVEMBER

9.30 am

Eucharist
with Wholeness and Healing

Harpsden

9.15 am

Eucharist and
Service of Remembrance

Dunsden

10.00 am

Service of Remembrance

Harpsden

10.50 am

Service of Remembrance

Shiplake

MONDAY
12 NOVEMBER

10.00 am

Morning Prayers

Shiplake

WEDNESDAY
14TH NOVEMBER

9.30 am

Eucharist

Shiplake

9.30 am

Sung Eucharist
with Sunday School

Harpsden

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Shiplake

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Dunsden
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TH

SUNDAY
18 NOVEMBER
TH
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MONDAY
19TH NOVEMBER

10.00 am

Morning Prayers

Shiplake

WEDNESDAY
21ST NOVEMBER

9.30 am

Eucharist

Harpsden

9.30 am

Sung Eucharist

Harpsden

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Shiplake

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Dunsden

MONDAY
26 NOVEMBER

10.00 am

Morning Prayers

Shiplake

WEDNESDAY
28TH NOVEMBER

9.30 am

Eucharist

Harpsden

SUNDAY
25TH NOVEMBER

TH

COFFEE ROTA
November
4th
11th
18th
25th

Service at Dunsden
(10.00 am) Suzannah Rose
Leonie Brown
Bex Day

December
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Service at Shiplake
Jo Taylor
Pam Quinette
Anne Brown
Service at Shiplake
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 4th November
6.00 pm

Choral Evensong
St Mary’s, Henley

Monday 5th November
3.0 0 – 4.30 pm

Afternoon Tea
The Ark, Shiplake

Wednesday 7th November
12.30 pm

Fellowship Lunch
The Maltsters

Saturday 10th November
7.00 pm

Aliquando Concert
St Mary’s, Henley

Thursday 27th November
7.30 pm

Dunsden Owen Association
lecture “The Society of Friends
and Pacifism in WW1”
Dunsden Village Hall
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Benefice Fellowship:
The benefice pastoral team will be hosting a series of get togethers over the coming year
to enable our congregations & community share fellowship with old friends and new
friends alike.
We hope you will be able to attend the events offered on a rolling 3-month rota, on the
first Monday of each month, in the Ark behind Shiplake Church.
There is no cost to attend any of the meetings, but if you would like to make a nominal
donation of £2 to cover the beverages/food it would be most welcome.
‘‘Boys Brunch’’…... September 3rd, December 3rd, March
4th, June 3rd
Inviting all the gentlemen in our community to enjoy each
other’s company over a leisurely brunch from 10.30 – noon in
the Ark. Please let Paul Barrett know if you can attend on
01491 578051.

‘Light Lunch’’……...October 1st, January 7th, April 1st ,
July 1st
All are welcome to enjoy a light lunch and share fellowship at
12.30 pm in the Ark. So we can plan the catering accordingly
please let Jo Taylor know if you are able to attend on 0798
570316 or email jotaylor28@aol.co.uk and also if you have any
special dietary requirements.

‘’A Cuppa, Cake and Catch up’’……..November 5th,
February 4th May 6th
All are welcome to join us for afternoon tea from 3pm – 4.30pm
in the Ark. No need to book….. just turn up!!
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Dear all
We are wondering if we
Nativity again this

are able to put on the
year.

However, in order for this to go ahead we really need more help as some
of the regular team are now no longer in the area, and some are not
available on the day that we are proposing to run the event.
So.…….we really, really need some help.
We are hoping to hold the Nativity on Saturday 22nd December, probably
11am, and 4pm, either at one of Stephen Doble’s barns, or in Shiplake
Church (venue still to be decided)
We need help for the following:
Advertising
Organising/co-ordinating the team.
Costumes
Actors
Setting up
Taking down
People to welcome the guests
Refreshments
First Aider
Car Parking
Angels (choir)
Musicians
etc. etc
Please do think, and pray, about offering your services - and if you can
only help out on the morning or afternoon then that is also perfectly fine.
(I just need to know)
If you can offer any help then please let me know.
Yours hopefully, on bended knees.
Robert x
12
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CHURCHYARD AND CEMETERY CLEAR UP MORNING
16 wonderfully willing souls certainly livened up St Margaret’s beautiful cemetery and
churchyard in early October when they turned up armed with an arsenal of tools ready to
tackle myriad weeds, unblock drains, fell trees, hoe the gravel paths, tend a giant bonfire
and generally improve the surroundings we so enjoy.
They complemented the splendid job Jonathan May and Marcus Hooker have done this
summer keeping the cemetery under control.
Lesley Watts was one of the volunteers, long term members of the congregation will
remember her father, Derek Green, who for many years kept our cemetery path neat and
gravelled. It was lovely to see her again as indeed it was being able to welcome strong
young men from the village including Tom Phillips (11) and Archie Gummer (8),
specialist pyromaniacs in the making.
Very many thanks for splendid efforts all round.
Jane Burtt
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ON A LIGHTER NOTE
A newly discovered chapter in the Book of Genesis has provided the answer to "Where do
pets come from?"
Adam and Eve said, "Lord, when we were in the garden, you walked with us every day. Now
we do not see you anymore. We are lonesome here and it is difficult for us to remember how
much you love us."
And God said, "No problem! I will create a companion for you that will be with you forever and
who will be a reflection of my love for you, so that you will love me even when you cannot see
me. Regardless of how selfish or childish or unlovable you may be, this new companion will
accept you as you are and will love you as I do, in spite of yourselves."
And God created a new animal to be a companion for Adam and Eve. And it was a good
animal. And God was pleased.
And the new animal was pleased to be with Adam and Eve and he wagged his tail.
And Adam said, "Lord, I have already named all the animals in the Kingdom and I cannot think
of a name for this new animal."
And God said, "No problem. Because I have created this new animal to be a reflection of my
love for you, his name will be a reflection of my own name, and you will call him DOG."
And Dog lived with Adam and Eve and was a companion to them and loved them. And they
were comforted.
And God was pleased. And Dog was content and wagged his tail.
After a while, it came to pass that an angel came to the Lord and said, "Lord, Adam and Eve
have become filled with pride. They strut and preen like peacocks and they believe they are
worthy of adoration. Dog has indeed taught them that they are loved, but perhaps too well."
And God said, "No problem! I will create for them a companion who will be with them forever
and who will see them as they are. The companion will remind them of their limitations, so
they will know that they are not always worthy of adoration."
And God created CAT to be a companion to Adam and Eve.
And Cat would not obey them. And when Adam and Eve gazed into Cat's eyes, they were
reminded that they were not the supreme beings. And Adam and Eve learned humility.
And they were greatly improved.
And God was pleased. And Dog was happy.
And Cat…. Cat didn't care one way or the other.
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SPONSORSHIP OF THE SANCTUARY
CANDLE
Throughout November in memory of
Caroline Kristoffersen's parents,
Margaret & Michael Fell

CHURCH WARDEN

P.C.C. SECRETARY & Magazine
Editor

Tilden McKean

Sue Wright

Tilden.mckean@btinternet.com
(01491 572981)

susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk
(0118 9406220)

P.C.C. TREASURER

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER

Jonathan May

Judy Coulson

JCMAQUA2@AOL.COM
(01491 575 525)

judycoul@live.co.uk
(0118 946 3490)

Harpsden Parish News is written for and by the people of this parish, and contributions are always welcome.
However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and are not necessarily shared by the Rector, the
Editor and Churchwarden.
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