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MINISTRY IN LOCKDOWN
A reflection from Rev Pam Gordon between Pentecost and Trinity
God our Father is not in lockdown, never was, never will be
Jesus our Saviour is not socially distanced, never was, never will be
Holy Spirit’s breath cannot be blocked by any mask , never was, never will be
I have titled these thoughts within the rhythm of the Christian year. It grounds me. It is a
context that resonates with receiving God’s promises in Jesus and Holy Spirit and being called
into the world as witnesses to, and ambassadors of, God’s Kingdom. How timely as lockdown
eases.
We each have stories of these past weeks, what full lockdown was like, what we take from
these experiences. Mine is a combination - a bubble of domestic luxury combined with
frustration at the need to be protected as an ‘old’ person and deep concerns for what was ‘out
there’ for others.
Clearing out overgrown shrubs, weeding and planting were very therapeutic.
I want to give my deepest thanks to Robert and Sarah for all their hard work to faithfully
provide daily prayer and Holy Communion services, to bring us together in worship, to keep us
rightly focussed on God’s love. Thanks too for the many who faced the challenges of recording
readings, music, prayers and singing. I suspect most of us don’t know the complexities of
organising these broadcasts, might it be like climbing a mountain when you are used to
rambling in the Thames valley?
If nothing else, we have been given a gift of time to review the needs and choices of the next
phase of life. What has enriched us? What has drained our body, mind or spirit?
While we may long for what has gone but we cannot recapture or re-establish the past. There is
much to be thankful for, much to cherish. This wretched pandemic has brought many together
by keeping us apart – new networks of neighbourhood support, more regular contact with
friends and family, new ways of keeping in touch, learning, worshipping, being creative.
We are people of a living God who has always taken his people forward to the new - towards
his Kingdom. We have a Saviour whose love and forgiveness broke the power of what was and
set us free to become ‘a new creation’. We are gifted with the power of Holy Spirit to work
with God for change - healing, reconciliation and transformation in all their wonderful
possibilities.
Freely have you received, freely give. Matthew 10.8
What will that look like for me, you and us?
Every blessing ~ Pam
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Robert’s Ascension Day Sermon
A new Vicar in a small town spent the first four days making personal visits to each of
the members, inviting them to come to his first services.
The following Sunday the church was all but empty. Accordingly, the Vicar placed a
notice in the local newspapers, stating that, because the church was dead, it was
everyone's duty to give it a decent Christian burial . The funeral would be held the
following Sunday afternoon.
Morbidly curious, a large crowd turned out for the "funeral." In front of the pulpit, they
saw a closed coffin, smothered in flowers. After the Vicar delivered the eulogy, he
opened the coffin and invited his congregation to come forward and pay their final
respects to their dead church.
Filled with curiosity as to what would represent the corpse of a "dead church," all the
people eagerly lined up to look in the coffin. Each "mourner" peeped into the coffin
then quickly turned away with a guilty, sheepish look.
In the coffin, tilted at the correct angle, was a large mirror.
In most Christian churches Ascension Day is "A Silent Day." The church doors are closed
and locked. The nave is empty. The pulpit and the choir stalls are unoccupied. The
candles on the altar are topped with charred wicks, indicating that worship has
happened here in the past, but is in no way happening now.
Believe it or not, what I have just said is how I started my sermon for Ascension day last
year. Quite prophetic in the current situation. Our church buildings are currently
locked and silent, and it has only been a few days since the clergy were allowed back in
so that we could offer services from our historic church buildings once more.
There are people who are saying that after the Pandemic that the church will struggle,
the church will close, the church will end. However, I am not so sure at all. I actually
believe the opposite. I think that the Church will come out of this lock down and the
pandemic as a stronger church: a church where we truly recognise that everybody is
part of the body of the church and that we will care for each other better.
The Church though will never be the same again. We cannot go back to how things
were before. The on-line, live-streamed services that Sarah and I are offering, and you
are currently watching have been watched by far more than our ‘normal’ congregation.
We have reconnected to many of our community who have not attended church for
quite some time, and others who have never come before.
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And it has to be said that people are enjoying the ritual, the order that a daily service at
10am each, and every day, is offering. Several have said that they would never have
attended church more than once a week, and then normally only on a Sunday at
Harpsden, or Shiplake, or Dunsden; but find that they are joining Sarah and me several
times each week.
So if we look for a silver lining in this desperately difficult time, then I think that my
silver lining is the on-line worship. The chance that people are having to connect with a
‘Way of Life’ as we in the church would put it. The clergy all sign up to say the daily
office, and we do so, but in the past this has tended to be a solitary office, said either in
church or the study, but mainly said by ourselves, on our own. Should we, the church,
therefore after the lock down has been lifted continue to offer a daily service on-line?
Your thoughts would be very welcome as the staff team start to consider how our
church will look in the future. How will the Ascended Christ appear in the Church after
our current restrictions have been lifted? What have you missed and what have you
valued?
The message of the ascension of Jesus can be condensed to one simple truth; "Christ is
Lord and he is with us." Even in this pandemic, Jesus Christ is still with us.
This same Christ who lived and died,
the same Christ who was resurrected and ascended in kingly power is our daily
companion and friend, our daily defender and protector.
Rejoice!
Christ lives forever in us, with us, and for us.
We are strengthened by his power.
We are truly alive in him, and he is alive in us.

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH

Fellowship lunches will return once we are out of Lockdown!
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WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP
The Tuesday Prayer Group us unable to meet at the
moment, but if you would like someone held in prayer
please contact
Jennie Griffiths (01491 575137)
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Robert’s Sermon on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary
of VE Day
Some of the words that I am using in today’s sermon are taken from a sermon that was
preached in Westminster Abbey on the 70th anniversary of VE day.
On the 26 May 1940, with the Government in Westminster Abbey, the country cried to
God in their trouble. Churchill wrote of the campaign in May-June 1940: "Now at last
the slowly-gathered, long pent-up fury of the storm broke upon us. Four or five millions
of men met each other in the first shock of the most merciless of all the wars of which
record has been kept. ... Within six weeks we were to find ourselves alone, almost
disarmed... with the whole of Europe open to Hitler's power…" And he went on to speak
of the situation in 1945:
"The contrast was certainly remarkable. The road across these five years was long, hard
and perilous. Those who perished upon it did not give their lives in vain. Those who
marched forward to the end will always be proud to have trodden it with honour."
And now we gather again, 75 years on, thankful for victory over the greatest darkness
of the twentieth century, perhaps of all history. Our gratitude is not simply for victoryin-Europe, but also for the reconciliation-in-Europe that followed, neither obviously nor
automatically. Peace is more than the end of war: reconciliation dismantles the
hostilities which previously separated and alienated us from one another, and from
God.
In November 1940 Coventry was terribly bombed. The fires lit the skies for miles, so
many people died or were wounded, and amongst much else, the Cathedral burned –
and yet - the next day the Provost of Coventry, the Very Reverend Richard Howard, set
a course towards reconciliation and the dismantling of hostility. On Christmas Day
1940, on the BBC he preached, saying, "we want to tell the world... that with Christ
born again in our hearts today, we are trying, hard as it may be, to banish all thoughts
of revenge... We are going to try to make a kinder, simpler - a more Christ-child-like
sort of world in the days beyond this strife."
The peace for which we give thanks today – remains an ongoing project of
reconciliation in the world.
This reconciliation is not only for ourselves, but is also a gift to the world. We need to
meet that challenge to build a more Christ-child-like world of peace and hope. This
message is as true today as it ever was.
Today we are at war. True a different war, a war against an invisible enemy, a virus.
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This time we are not sending our armed forces to war, instead we are sending our key
workers. The NHS, those who collect our refuge, the fire service, the Post Office
workers, the staff who run our shops, the farmers – the list goes on. These people are
risking their lives so that we might have life.
Much of our sacrifice is about staying in, staying safe.
Surely that is not too much to ask people?
However, we do need to remember that we are blessed by living in this beautiful part of
the world. A part of the world where we can go out into the countryside to breath in
fresh air. Most of us live in lovely houses with plenty of rooms and room. So please do
spare a thought for those who are struggling at the moment, as they share their one
room home with their three children and cannot go out as they live in the inner city.
However, we can all be inspired and remember that all of us who have received much,
should also be those who give much. God calls us by sacrifice and determination to be
those who raise up the foundations of many generations, to repair the breach and
restore paths of peace and justice so that, "our light shall spring up like the dawn, and
our healing shall spring up quickly"
Today’s lessons reveal the foundations of our Christian call to transform a world of war,
to share the deliverance that we have received. Yes, there will be struggle and sacrifice.
These sacrifices have been done before, and how gratefully we remember today those
who gave everything in those war years, and those who are laying down their lives for
us today as we struggle with Covid-19.
But in this struggle against the darkness of cruelty and conflict, in the struggle for
reconciliation, nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus Christ.
We are all firmly held by his love we will therefore overcome all fear, prevail over all
discouragement, live out our vocation to be a nation of inspiration and generosity, of
reconciliation, of blessing to our world.

A good story to cheer in lockdown.
We all know who is the Grandpa of us all at St Margaret’s and clearly so do some very
kind members of our congregation. As we are aware Dave is only able to see outlines
so when two boxes were delivered outside his door he was delighted as a phone call
had heralded the delivery of some Welsh cakes!
He was intrigued with the other box of biscuits and looked forward to sampling them
with his morning coffee. Ooh! Lots of them! He popped one in his mouth but was
secretly a bit disappointed with the dry texture and lack of taste, but undaunted and
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not wanting to seem ungrateful, he tried another: same result.
On close investigation and careful feeling in the box, the reality dawned. He had set
about demolishing a thousand piece jigsaw. Initial reaction - horror that he had spoilt
enjoyment for someone but with his sense of humour and a phone call with the fairy
godmother much humour ensued which is worthy of sharing: permission granted of
course.
Lockdown permitting and with social distancing in place we shall find a way to honour
our heroic friend as he reaches his CENTURY on July 5th, the only certainty being that
Dave is already polishing his tonsils and is on the hunt for a backing group, so pop that
special date in the diary and keep fingers crossed!
Jane Burtt
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The Editor’s three great nieces celebrating VE 75!
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