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ROBERT’S RECENT SERMON FROM THE
SERVICE THANKING THE TWO MICHAEL’S
FOR THEIR SERVICE TO THE BENEFICE
Today is a celebration, first of all, as every Eucharist is, it is a celebration
of the new life that we all receive in Jesus Christ, when we share in the
Communion meal. Today is also a celebration of God’s faithfulness and
presence among us in the life of this benefice.
Today is also a celebration, of the faithfulness of so many of God’s people,
in his Church – and today, especially it is a thanksgiving for the long years
of service that Michael and Michael have given to us all, for their selfless
support and for the support that Jean and Jing have provided to Michael
and Michael as they have served us.
But we are also saddened, because we whilst we are celebrating and
giving thanks for all the wonderful gifts that Michael and Michael have
used to serve this benefice it is sad that it is the right time for the two
Michaels to stop their public ministry and instead allow us, the church to
serve them instead.
Today’s service reflects the beliefs and hopes of the two Michaels, it is
their hymns that we are singing, their choice of building and time for
today’s service. But it is the readings already set for today by the church
herself that Michael and Michael decided to keep as the readings talk to us
about James and John and their seeking of a reward in heaven. How
fitting then to be giving thanks for two other saints who have also served
Christ well, but who do not seek recognition for the work that they have
done.
A couple of stories for you, not about the two Michaels as I am sure that
you can share these afterwards as well as writing them onto the cards at
the back of church which we will put together in a book and present to
Michael and Michael at a later date. But instead, it is a story to illustrate
the Gospel for today.
A Sunday school teacher had been telling a class about crowns of glory and
heavenly rewards for good people. ‘ Now, tell me.’ The teacher said at the
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close of the lesson, ‘in heaven, who will get the biggest crown?’ There was
silence for a while then Johnny replied, ‘Him what's got the biggest head!’
Pretty good answer, I think! James and John, the two sons of Zebedee,
came up to Jesus with a request. "Teacher," they say, "we want You to do f
or us whatever we ask of You." Jesus replied, perhaps with a knowing smile
on his face, "What do you want Me to do for you?" And they said to Him,
"Grant that we may sit in your glory, one on your right, and one on your
left." James and John wanted their fifteen minutes of fame. They wanted
respect, honour. They wanted their place in the sun. They wanted to sit in
places of honour in the kingdom of God.
There is a pipe organ in San Francisco called the "Chamberlain Music
Master." What's different about this pipe organ is that it has a special
button, and when you push it, you get an immediate round of applause.
This is not tepid applause, but concert-hall size applause. So, you can play
anything, press the button, and get a virtual standing ovation.
Another organ when I was on tour with the Manchester Cathedral Voluntary
Choir in Germany, had a similar stop for self-appreciation, but this one
when pressed opened a little door and out popped a bottle of wine and a
glass. What a great idea. Nobody wants to perform without some form of
reward - some form of recognition. But our two Michaels have served here f
or many years not wanting glory for themselves but wanting to build up the
Kingdom.
Another story relating to the Gospel: Mary Kay Ash, the head of Mary Kay
Cosmetics once said that, "Everyone has an invisible sign hanging from
their neck saying ‘Make Me Feel Important!’ Never forget this message,"
she continues, ‘when working with people.’
So, before we judge James and John too harshly, we need to put ourselves
in their shoes. They had left their homes, their family, their jobs, to follow
Jesus. And at night, as they lay under the stars, they shared their hopes,
their dreams for where life was leading them. And one of the things they
hoped for was a place of honour in Christ's kingdom. Certainly, they were
ambitious. Jesus never condemned anyone for being ambitious - only for
being ambitious for the wrong things. It's like a young man who dreamed
of making movies, but he didn't know how to get into show business.
One day, on a tour of Universal Studios in Hollywood, he got an idea. The
studio lot was so big and so busy that no one noticed an extra person
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wandering around . So this young man found an empty office, and put his
name plate in it. Each day, he dressed up in a suit and tie and came down to
the studio. The guards, assuming he belonged there, let the young man in.
He wandered the lot, observing the different stages of movie-making and
meeting people in the business. Eventually, he made friends with the right
people, and was offered the chance to direct his first movie.
Who is this enterprising young man? Steven Spielberg, probably one of the
most successful movie directors in history.
There is nothing wrong with ambition. It is the starting point for great
achievement. However, not all dreams are created equal. Misguided
ambition is also the cause of much of the heartache in the world. Jesus
wants us to be careful what we are ambitious about. James and John
wanted places of honour in Christ's Kingdom.
"There are many negative things that can be said about James and John,"
writes William Barclay, and if you haven’t gathered he is one of my
favourite biblical scholars. He writes: "They were nakedly ambitious and
proud: they wanted, and believed they deserved, places of honour in Jesus'
kingdom. They were ignorant and insensitive: their request for places of
honour came right after Jesus had told of His coming suffering and death.
But there's one positive thing you can say about James and John: they
believed in Jesus. Here was a poor, homeless, persecuted carpenter and
yet James and John believed Jesus was a king. They believed that He
would conquer the power structure of Rome."
Even their crude ambition reflected their faith in Christ. What was there
about Jesus that inspired such confidence, such devotion from the people
who followed him? There was surely something special in the way he
talked or the look in his eyes. There are people who inspire such
confidence, aren't there?
So, one final story this morning about a couple named Harvey and Pat.
One day an elderly lady who lived next door to them came to pay them a
call. She was Adele Astaire, the sister of the renowned dancer and movie
star Fred Astaire. She had been Fred's first show business partner.
Years earlier, however, she had decided to retire to a private life while Fred
went on to world-wide fame. She kept her contacts in show biz though,
and Harvey and Pat were often invited to "evenings" at her home. One
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night James Cagney was her guest and he regaled them with old Hollywood
stories.
The best night of all was the one when Fred Astaire, himself, came to visit.
There was food and wine and talk and music and, as the evening wore on,
Pat grew emboldened. She walked up to Fred and asked, "Mr. Astaire,
would you dance with me?" He smiled, bowed gracefully, took her in his
arms and danced off across the floor. Harvey said it was like a signal given
that only women could hear. Without a word, they all formed a line
awaiting their turn. Without a word, Fred danced each lady around the
room one time. It doesn't end there. To this day, Harvey reports, when
they are out with friends, just as the sun sets and the music starts, Pat will
manage to say, "This reminds me of the night I danced with Fred Astaire."
There are some people, like Fred Astaire, who seem to us bigger than life.
None, however, were bigger than Jesus of Nazareth. As James and John
looked ahead at their lives, they knew their fortunes were linked to his.
Wherever he went, they would go. Whatever glory he achieved; they would
have their proper share. Certainly, they sounded foolish making this
request, but do not miss the fact that they believed in him. Though a whole
empire as well as the religious establishment was aligned against them, they
believed this carpenter would prevail. Just like our two Michaels did when
they too answered the call to ‘come follow me’.
So today with give thank that just like James and John, Michael and
Michael have served Jesus well in their ministry and we ask God to bless
them.
Let me end where I began – by saying Thank you, Michael and Michael
from the bottom of our hearts, I remember my first day here in the benefice
when your met me, the looks on your faces clearly saying that you were
praying for me, and I thank you for all your support over the last five years.
May God Bless you both now and always.
Amen
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Inspiration
Having been asked to write an article, the word “inspiration” sprang to mind.
How do we sustain our Christian faith, when perhaps we are feeling lacking in the
same, as I did as I put pen to paper? Without inspiration, any article is not worth
reading. So what to do?
The first thing to do, I believe, is to pray for it - that the Holy Spirit will enable me.
The second activity is to read the Bible, eg. John’s gospel, chapter 3 verse 16:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only son so that those who believe in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Thirdly, to listen to other people,
preferably a highly respected preacher. Fourthly, to actively set about meeting the
needs of other people. Fifthly, what I would suggest, is to look visually at works of
art, including landscapes and the countryside, emotionally moving films. Finally,
going on a pilgrimage or two-day retreat to meditate and get the material and
spiritual life into God's hands.
In the context of the challenges of today's world and looking to the future, we
Christians and non-Christians alike, travel in hope, sustained by inspiration.
May God's love inspire us individually and collectively with love, joy, and hope
whatever the future holds."
God bless,
Michael F
Michael has also sent a card to the Benefice, which reads:
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
Your generosity is much appreciated and God’s blessings be with you all for all time and eternity.
Michael and Jing and the boys

A Thank you.
Aware that not everyone who reads the Harpsden Magazine will have read the
weekly Benefice News Letter I thought it appropriate to reiterate what I said
there in this edition of the magazine.
I wish to say a very big thank to you all for your love, kindness and generosity
which you have all shown to me over the years culminating with the splendid
service and “do” on Sunday 17th October to mark, along with the “other” Michael,
the end of my regular commitment of service to the Benefice. It has been a
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privilege to serve you all. Thank you again, especially for the present which
will be put to good use.
May God's blessings be with you all with my love.
Michael S-J

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP
The Tuesday Prayer Group is back meeting in the
Church. If you would like someone held in prayer
please contact

Brenda Wright
(01491 573266)
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SERVICES IN NOVEMBER

Monday
1 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

Tuesday
2 November

7.00 pm

All Souls’ Service

Shiplake

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
with Wholeness & Healing
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Shiplake
Live and online

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

9.30 am

Eucharist
with Sunday School

Harpsden

10.00 am

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and online

11.00 am

Morning Praise

Dunsden

Monday
8 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

Wednesday
10th November

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Shiplake
Live and online

Friday
12 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

st

nd

Wednesday
3rd November

Friday
5 November
th

Sunday
7 November
th

th

th
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8.00 am

BCP Eucharist

Harpsden

9.00 am

Eucharist – no sermon

Dunsden

10.15 am

Act of Remembrance

Dunsden Green

10.15 am

Eucharist

Harpsden

10.50 am

Remembrance Service

Shiplake
Live and online

12 noon

Act of Remembrance

Shiplake
War Memorial

Monday
15 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

Wednesday
17th November

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Shiplake
Live and online

Friday
19 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

8.00 am

BCP Communion

Shiplake

9.30 am

Eucharist
with Sunday School

Harpsden

11.00 am

Eucharist

Dunsden

4.00 pm

Tea with God – Family Service –
Harvest Festival

Shiplake

Sunday
14 November
th

th

th

Sunday
st
21 November
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Monday
22 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayer

Online

Wednesday
24th November

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Shiplake
Live and online

Friday
26 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayer

Online

Sunday
th
28 November

10.00 am

Advent Sunday Benefice
Eucharist
with Wholeness & Healing

Shiplake

Monday
29 November

9.00 am

Morning Prayer

Online

nd

th

th

HARPSDEN LUNCH
We had no requests to change the venue so we are continuing with the lunches at
the Maltsters on the first Wednesday in the month. So the next one will be on
3rd November. It is usually the same faithful group who come each time but it
would be nice to see some new faces as it is a very nice social occasion. To reserve
a seat please ring Hazel Cooke on 01491 575876 or email,
hazelcooke01@gmail.com.
Many thanks.

Hazel Cooke
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INTERCESSIONS – NOVEMBER

7th
14th
21st
28th

9.30 am May Mosawi
10.15 am tbc
9.30 am Jo Taylor
Service at Shiplake

READERS - NOVEMBER

7th
14th
21st
28th

9.30 am David Ward and Annabel Blackwell
10.15 am Martyn Read and Sue Wright
9.30 am James Frost and Claire Ward
Service at Shiplake

SIDESMEN – NOVEMBER
7th
14th
21st
28th

9.30 am
10.15 am
9.30 am
Service at Shiplake

Rob and Carol Lewis
Kester and Pippa George
James and Elsie Frost
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COFFEE – NOVEMBER

7th
14th
21st
28th

9.30 am Leonie Brown
10.15 am Sue Wright
9.30 am Bex Day
Service at Shiplake

'Cuppas, Chats and Crafts'

Dear Benefice family, (plus your friends, family & neighbours)
Please join us at Dunsden Church on Monday 1st November from 2-3.30pm
to share fellowship together over a cuppa & cake and with optional crafts
stations for those who are feeling creative, or feel free to bring your own
craft project whatever it may be!
So we can organise the catering please email me at jotaylor28@aol.co.uk if
you can attend/offer to help and 'drop-ins' are also very welcome if you
don't know your plans that afternoon.
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With love and blessings and hope to see you on the 1st, Jo xx

THE HARPSDEN CHURCH
GOLF DAY IN OCTOBER WAS CANCELLED
DUE TO APPALLING WEATHER SO WE HAVE
SET IT UP AGAIN WITH A NEW DATE

Come and play golf at one of the
best local Golf Courses and raise money for
St Margaret’s at the same time

SUNDAY 10TH APRIL 2022
Golf from 13.00
followed by a simple supper

Teams of 4
(Enter as a team or individually)

Cost £65.00 per person
Non-playing guests are welcome to join us for supper

Please contact Sue Wright for entry forms
susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk
or 0118 9406220
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The Flower Team did a fabulous job decorating the church for
Harvest Festival. Here are some photographs of their
beautiful work
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CHURCH WARDEN

P.C.C. SECRETARY

David Ward

Leigh Leadbetter

ds.ward51@gmail.com

benefice.sdh@gmail.com

0118 966 1400
07985 027685

0118 940 3438

Parish Magazine Editor

Sue Wright
susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk

0118 94 06220
Harpsden Parish News is written for and by the people of this parish, and contributions are always welcome.
However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and are not necessarily shared by the Rector, the
Editor and Churchwarden.

Benefice Website:
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http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk

16

