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REFLECTIONS FROM THE RECTORY
Dear friends
I have just come back from our weekly Wednesday Bible Study at Harpsden
Church – to which anybody can come – and one of the things that we were talking
about in relation to the reading was change.
Change is difficult for all of us, and particularly at the moment, due to Covid, many
people are finding that they can no longer do what they once did – and that is
absolutely fine. But what we were then looking at is how when we find that we can
no longer do what we did before, we tend to stop entirely, rather than then looking
at what else we might do instead. This is true for us all as, as we get older things
that we once found easy to do, and had the energy to undertake, become difficult
for us. I still think that I am a spry 18 year- old, but my body tells me now when I
have done too much and I am quite certain this is true for all of us. So, what can
we therefore do when illness, age, Covid restrictions prevent us from undertaking
roles that we have previously done? We should all, perhaps, step back for a
moment and think about what else we might then be able to do.
This difficulty with change is very prevalent at the moment in all charity sections,
and we all need to continue to support charities, but perhaps to do so in a different
way. So, if you can no longer volunteer in a shop, is there some admin support
that you can do at home to help? Some phone calls that you could do from home
on behalf of the charity? Could you perhaps increase your charitable giving?
This is also true of the church. We have people stepping back from areas of
responsibility and we need to replace them with others to take on those roles – but
the roles do not have to be done the same way. For example, in my last parishes
in Cornwall a Church Warden retired after service as a Warden of over 55 years!
It was really, really hard to find anybody to take on the role as they thought that this
meant a 55-year commitment to the post!!! Which is certainly not true, and the
new Warden started a tradition that they would only serve for 4 years and then step
down to let somebody else take a turn – suddenly we then had a couple of people
who would help and so we split the role between them both. The same could
happen here in our church and perhaps we need to stop saying that people are
stepping down, but rather they are changing what they do to support the church.
Is there anything that you could do to help support your church here in this
Benefice? Even if it is only an hour a month, every bit of help is important and
brings about the Kingdom of God here on earth.
May God continue to Bless you, Robert
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WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP

The Privilege of Prayer – please join us.
From February the Prayer Group has slightly altered timings which
are:
1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2pm at St. Margaret’s, Harpsden
and the
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m also at St. Margaret’s.
01/02/22 2pm
08/02/22 10 a.m

15/02/22 2pm
22/02/22 10 a.m

We meet to share spiritual readings/poems & reflections and spend
time praying for those across our Benefice and the wider world’s
needs.
We would love you to join us either regularly or ‘as and when’ – you
would be most welcome and there is no pressure for individuals to
speak or pray aloud – silence can often be most golden!
We hope to see you soon
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HARPSDEN LUNCH

The Next Harpsden lunch will be held at Badgemore Golf Club
at 12.30 on Wednesday 2nd February. To reserve a seat please ring Hazel Cooke
on 01491 575876 or email, hazelcooke01@gmail.com.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - 18th - 25th January
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2022 has been prepared by the churches of the Middle
East, the history of which was, and still is, characterised by conflict and strife, tainted with blood and
darkened by injustice and oppression. The Christians of the Middle East offer these resources
conscious that the world shares many of the travails and much of the difficulties that it experiences,
and yearns for a light to lead the way to the Saviour who is the light that overcomes darkness.
There are prayer resources for use during this week on the Churches Together website, here.

Worship Leaders Workshop - Save the Date!
Our training session for worship leaders will be on Wednesday 16th February
from 12.30-4pm, starting with a bring-and-share lunch, venue to be confirmed. It is
designed to develop and support anyone who reads the lessons, prepares and/or
reads intercessions or is hoping/willing to lead Morning Praise or similar services.
Please let Leigh know if you are a) interested and b) able to come.
We look forward to a lively and fruitful session.
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SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

Wednesday
2nd February

Sunday
6 February
th

Monday
7 February
th

Wednesday
9th February

Sunday
13 February

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
with Wholeness & Healing
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Harpsden

9.30 am

Sung Eucharist
with Sunday School

Harpsden

10.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and online

11.00 am

Snowdrop Sunday
Morning Praise

Dunsden

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Harpsden

8.00 am

BCP Said Communion

Harpsden

10.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and online

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Dunsden

4.00 pm

Evening Prayers

Harpsden

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

Online

th

Monday
14th February
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Wednesday
16th February

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Harpsden

8.00 am

BCP Said Communion

Shiplake
Live and online

9.30 am

|Sung Eucharist
with Sunday School

Harpsden

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist

Dunsden

4.00 pm

Tea with God
Family Service

Shiplake

Monday
21st February

9.00 am

Morning Prayer

Online

Wednesday
23rd February

10.00 am

Midweek Eucharist
Followed by Bible Study at 11.00

Harpsden

Sunday
27 February

10.00 am

Benefice Eucharist
with Wholeness and Healing

Dunsden

Monday
28th February

9.00 am

Morning Prayer

Online

Sunday
20 February
th

th
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INTERCESSIONS – FEBRUARY

6th 9.30 am May Mosawi
20th 9.30 am Jo Taylor

READERS – FEBRUARY
6th 9.30 am Sarah Fulton-Urry and David Ward
14th 4.00 pm Brenda Wright and Tilden McKean
20th 9.30 am Valerie Nicholson and Kester George

SIDESMEN – FEBRUARY
6th 9.30 am Kester and Pippa George
14th 4.00 pm Jo Pavey
20th 9.30 am James and Elsie Frost

COFFEE – FEBRUARY

6th 9.30 am
20th 9.30 am

Hilary Andrews
Jane Burtt
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A Harpsden example of the visual riches in our churches

Remember your favourite picture book from childhood, or that you have chosen recently ?
Remember the story, remember the excitement of telling that story from illustrations?
I listened [and watched] with pride as our 4 year-old grandson deciphered the stick
Drawings to tell me the tale of The Little Red Hen.
How much more relevant are the stories, in stained glass, of our churches?
Come and explore more at Tea with God on February 20th, 4pm, in Shiplake Church.
This is a Benefice opportunity for everyone to share short worship and activity,
refreshments and good company.
Enjoy making a stained glass ‘picture’ with cellophane and tissue
or design and colour with special glass pens.
Bring a camera to really look at our treasures?

Please contact Rev Pam to offer help on this date or
any of the clergy team for more information.
revpam.sdh@gmail.com
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THE HARPSDEN CHURCH
GOLF DAY

Come and play golf at one of the
best local Golf Courses and raise money for
St Margaret’s at the same time

SUNDAY 10TH APRIL 2022
Golf from 13.00
followed by a simple supper

Teams of 4
(Enter as a team or individually)

Cost £65.00 per person
Non-playing guests are welcome to join us for supper

Please contact Sue Wright for entry forms
susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk
or 0118 9406220
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Seeking a School Governor
Shiplake C.E Primary School, our local Church of England Voluntary Aided School, is seeking a Foundation
Governor. Foundation Governors are appointed through the church and have a responsibility to ensure
that the distinctive foundation character and Christian ethos of their Church school is upheld as well as
participating fully in the wider work of the Governing Body. There is plenty of training available. For more
information, have a look on the Diocesan website here and at the school website here. If you are
interested in finding out more, please speak to Robert or Sarah.

Working towards carbon net zero
All of us are being asked to think about how we achieve carbon net zero including our churches. A group
of five churches in the Diocese of Leeds are hosting a free webinar to share their learning about getting
started on this journey.
Webinar - ‘How to achieve carbon net zero by 2030’
Tuesday 25th January 5-6pm
Five rural churches (Towards Carbon Neutral Churches Craven, in the Diocese of Leeds) who are on the
journey to carbon net zero share their story. In this webinar you can learn how these churches set about
their feasibility project and ask questions of the TCNCC team and their consultant engineers from
Locogen.
It would be really helpful if a few people from our churches could attend and feed back to the PCCs what
they learn. Please speak to Revd Sarah for more information, but feel free to book on the webinar in the
meanwhile. Details and booking here.

New email address
Revd Sarah has changed her email address: it is now revsarahjoy@gmail.com Please update your records
accordingly! Thank you.
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CHURCH WARDEN

P.C.C. SECRETARY

David Ward

Leigh Leadbetter

ds.ward51@gmail.com

benefice.sdh@gmail.com

0118 966 1400
07985 027685

0118 940 3438

Parish Magazine Editor

Sue Wright
susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk

0118 94 06220
Harpsden Parish News is written for and by the people of this parish, and contributions are always welcome.
However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and are not necessarily shared by the Rector, the
Editor and Churchwarden.

Benefice Website:
http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk
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