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 Curateôs Contemplations 

  
 It is now over a month since I was ordained priest and more than a year 

 since I joined the benefice as curate, where does the time go? I am very 

 blessed to  be working with you, itôs been a very happy year.  

 

 Thank you for your support and generosity ï in particular for the huge 

 generosity for my ordination gift and your support on the day. In case 

 you are wondering, your gift was in cash, as I was unable to make up my 

 mind about a suitable gift and could never have anticipated your 

 generosity. I will buy something that I can use regularly and that is 

 linked with the Benefice, so am  investigating some options with vestments 

 ï stoles and chasubles (the over garment worn for celebration of the 

 Eucharist). Although I made my white stole I have yet to get around to 

 making the green, red or purple ones. I canôt think why! I have ordered a 

 purple stole (for use in the seasons of Advent and Lent) from a friend 

 who makes them professionally and gives great weight to  the story 

 behind the stole. Mine is linked with Psalm 17:7 and dance. 

 

 Thinking about being busy, I sometimes refer to this time of the year as 

 ósilly seasonô as our usual routines are abandoned for holidays, or 

 working around othersô holidays. Maybe Iôm odd, but I find it rather 

 refreshing. When our routine is disrupted, it can help us to think about 

 why we do things, or why  we do them the way we do.  

 

 It has certainly given me food for thought as I move into my second year 

 of curacy and the new academic term begins. I am still studying ï I have 

 several modules to complete this year including óAdult Education for a 

 learning churchô and óReflective practice on Mission and Evangelismô, so 

 if I ask some penetrating questions about why we do things, I may be 

 thinking about an essay or assignment. Do answer them freely, itôs an 

 opportunity for reflection  and prayer. Are we answering Godôs call? 

 Sometimes itôs hard to know.  

 

 In Morning Prayer over recent weeks, we have been reading from the 

 prophet Jeremiah. Godôs instructions to the remaining Judeans at one 



 3 

 point were óleave hereô (Jer 38:2) and at another óstay hereô (Jer 42:10), 

 which sound somewhat contradictory. But in the intervening time, the 

 context had changed, so the instruction changed. We live in times of 

 change. One of the reflections on this text suggested that perhaps our 

 expectations in discerning Godôs presence and leading need to be more 

 dynamic and imaginative than we realise.  

 

 As we look forward into September and the new academic year, let us 

 pray for understanding, patience and vision for our benefice. 

 

 Sarah 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH  

 
Please note that the next Fellowship Lunch 

will be on 

Wednesday 4
th

 September 

at 12.30 pm 

at The Maltsters 

Please contact Hazel Cooke by the week before 

by phone  (01491 575876) or by email:  hazelcooke01@gmail.com  

if you would like to attend. 
 

 

 

mailto:hazelcooke01@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER SERVICES 

 

 
SUNDAY 

1ST SEPTEMBER 

9.30 am 

 
Sung Eucharist 

with Sunday School 
 

Harpsden 

11.00 am 
 

Sung Eucharist 
 

Shiplake 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist Dunsden 

 
MONDAY 

2ND SEPTEMBER 
 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Shiplake 

 
TUESDAY 

3RD SEPTEMBER 
 

10.00 am Prayer Group 
St tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ±ŜǎǘǊȅ 

Harpsden 

 
WEDNESDAY 

4TH  SEPTEMBER 
 

9.30 am 

 
Eucharist  

with Wholeness and Healing 
 

Harpsden 

 
THURSDAY 

5TH SEPTEMBER 
 

2.00 pm Prayer Group 
Phone 

0118 9401580 
For venue 

SUNDAY  
8TH SEPTEMBER 

9.30 am 
 

Sung Eucharist 
 

Harpsden 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist Shiplake 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist Dunsden 

 
MONDAY 

9TH SEPTEMBER 
 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Shiplake 

 
WEDNESDAY 

11TH SEPTEMBER 
 

9.30 am Eucharist Harpsden 
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SUNDAY 

15TH SEPTEMBER 
 

9.30 am 
Sung Eucharist 

with Sunday School 
Harpsden 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist Shiplake 

11.00 am 

 
Sung Eucharist with Laying Up of the 

Royal British Legion Standard 
 

Dunsden 

 
MONDAY 

16TH SEPTEMBER 
 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Shiplake 

 
WEDNESDAY 

18TH SEPTEMBER 
 

9.30 am Eucharist Harpsden 

 
SUNDAY 

22ND SEPTEMBER 

9.30 am Sung Eucharist Harpsden 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist Shiplake 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist Dunsden 

 
MONDAY  

23RD SEPTEMBER 
 

10.00  am Morning Prayers Shiplake 

 
WEDNESDAY 

25TH SEPTEMBER 
 

9.30 am Eucharist Harpsden 

 
SUNDAY 

29TH SEPTEMBER 
 

11.00 am Benefice Service Shiplake 

 
MONDAY 

30TH SEPTEMBER 
 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Shiplake 
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COFFEE ROTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP 
 

 
 

The Tuesday Prayer Group meets every week. 
    If you would like someone held in prayer 

please contact 
May Mosawi (01491 824015) 

 
 

                                    
 
 

 
SIDESMEN FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st  Kester and Pippa George  

8th  Paul Barrett and Angela Liveing  

15th  David and Kay Morris  

22nd   Tony and Sue Wright  
29th  Benefice Service at Shiplake  

 September       October 

 

1
st
  Suzanna Rose     6

th
  Sarah Bevan 

8
th

  Hilary Andrews/Marion Jennings 13
th

  Ann Tubb 

15
th

  Jane Burtt     20
th

  James and Elsie Frost 

22
nd

  Leonie Brown     27
th

  Hilary Andrews/  

29
th

  Benefice Service at Shiplake     Marion Jennings 
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READERS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER LEADERS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ IŀǊǇǎŘŜƴ vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ моth September. 
 How about getting together with friends and neighbours to put a 
 table together for this fun evening? 

   

1
st
  Bruce Brown    Heb. 13. 1 ï 8, 15 ï 16 

8
th

  Jo Pavey     Philemon 1 ï 21 

15
th

  Brenda Wright     1 Tim. 1. 12 ï 17 

22
nd

  Roger Griffiths     1 Tim. 2. 1 ï 7 

29
th

  Benefice Service at Shiplake 

 

 

1
st
  Brenda Wright  

8
th

  Pat Needham 

15
th

  Jane Burtt 

22
nd

  May Mosawi 

29
th

  Benefice Service at Shiplake 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
  
 

Monday 2nd September 
10.30 am ς 12 noon 

 

.ƻȅǎΩ .ǊǳƴŎƘ 
The Ark 

 
Wednesday 4th September 

12.30 pm 
 

Fellowship Lunch 
The Maltsters 

 
Thursday 12th September 

8.20 am 
 

Induction for new Chaplain at 
Shiplake College 
Shiplake Church 

 
Friday 13th September 

7.00 pm 
 

Harpsden Quiz 
Harpsden Village Hall 

 
Saturday 28th September 

1.30 pm 
 

Fundraising Golf Day 
Temple Golf Club 
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 Thereôs always time to see old friends or make new ones!! Please join us at a series of 

  social events, designed to bring people together from all around our beautiful 

 locality and share congenial company! 

 The events offered are on a rolling 3-month rota, on the first Monday of each month, in 

 The Ark behind Shiplake Church and please feel free to bring a friend, neighbour or 

 family member. 

 There is no cost to attend any of the meetings, but if you would like to make a nominal 

 donation of £2 to cover the beverages/food it would be most welcome. 

  

 óóBoys Brunchôôé... Sept 2
nd

, Dec 2
nd

, March 2
nd

 2020, June 1
st
 2020 

Inviting all the gentlemen in our community to enjoy each otherôs 

company over a leisurely brunch from 10.30 ï noon in The Ark. Please 

let Paul Barrett know if you can attend on 01491 578051, or please feel 

free just to turn up!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 óôA bit of TLCôô éé... 7
th

 Oct, 6
th

 January 2020, 6
th

 April, 6
th

 July 2020 

 All are welcome to enjoy a cup of Tea, L ight bite and Coffee 

 at 10.30 - noon in The Ark. Please let Jo Taylor know if you 

 are able to attend on 0798 5703126, or please feel free just to 

 turn up!  
 

 

 

 

 

  óôJoin the Tea Setôôéé..
 
4

th
 Nov, 3

rd
 Feb 2020, 4

th
 May, 3

rd
 

August 2020      

 Please join us for a ócuppa & cakeô between 2.30 -4.00 pm in 

The Ark. If you are able to attend please let Pat Needham know on 

01491 576961, or please feel free just to turn up!  

 
 

 

We look forward to meeting you!! 
 

 

http://flickr.com/photos/teen_s/6056960561
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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 BENEFICE RIDE  and STRIDE 
 

Saturday14th September  

 

 Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust is proud to be part of 

 the national  Ride+Stride Day . 

 

 This is our major, annual fund -raising activity and 

 Oxfordshire is consistently ranked in the top 5 counties for 

 the amount raised.    The funds raised are spilt b etween 

 the work of our Trust and local churches and chapels 

 nominated by participating ôStRidersõ.  In 2018 we made 

 Grants totalling £193, 439 to support restoration and re -

 ordering projects.  

   

 Ride+Stride is a vital fund -raising opportunity enabling  

 OHCT to continue this work!  
 

Volunteers between 9 and 99 years are invited to come together 

and fundraise for our wonderful Churches by walking or cycling 

gently around them. 

 

Visit Churches in Shiplake, Dunsden, Sonning Common, Stoke 

Row, Nettlebed and Nuffield, Henley and any others you can 

think of!  

 

Any Queries, please contact Julian Burtt:  01491 575126. 

 

Who knows, we might raise a record!! 
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 Dave Beck has turned 99!  Thanks to Josie for the photographs. 
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 The Confirmation of Jonty and Rosie on the 21
st
 of July was 

 another very happy occasion.  Again, thanks to Josie for the 

 photographs. 
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 Another happy occasion was the recent Christening of Theodore 
 Griffiths.  Photos, yet again, thanks to Josie 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


