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MINISTRY IN LOCKDOWN
Dear friends
December is here, and rapidly disappearing. Carol Concerts, Advent reflections, and
Nine Lessons and Carols are all recorded and ready to be broadcast. Christmas cards are
sent (mostly), presents are (not) wrapped!! Services are planned.
BUT – it must be said that we are struggling at the moment to actually tell you all what
we are actually going to do over the Christmas period in respect to services, where and
when they will be, and if you will be able to be in attendance!
I know that this is not what you want to hear – you, and I, would like to have a complete
list of what is happening, and this will appear here in the magazine BUT please, please,
please check before coming to any of the services that they are actually taking place, and
that you are allowed to come! This is because government and church guidelines are
constantly changing, and we really do not want to disappoint you if you come along and
the service does not take place because of Covid. We are trying to ensure that all our
services are available on-line so that as many people as possible can access them – please
do feel free to pass on any of the links to our services to anybody that you feel might like
to see them.
To help everybody, below are the links to our web presence so that you can find out what
is happening – however, the first person to contact would be my PA, Leigh, at
‘benefice.sdh@gmail.com’. Leigh is also keeping a list of who is attending services for
the government test and trace system, and so will need to know your name and a contact
phone number or email.
Our Facebook is: /shiplakedunsdenharpsden
Twitter is:

@sdh_benefice

YouTube is: tiny.cc/sdh_benefice
Website is:
www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk
And of course you could always phone me on 0118 940 3484
Please do take care of yourselves at this very strange time that we find ourselves in and I
hope, and pray that you have a lovely, blessed Christmas and I very, very, much look
forward to seeing you all back at church – as normal – as soon as is possible
With all God’s Blessings – Robert x
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A recent Sermon from Robert
We’re getting closer to Christmas. Matthew and Rebecca are already excited about the
presents they will be receiving. Maybe some of us adults are excited, too.
I don’t know if you heard about a mother and daughter who were shopping. The mother
spied an expensive fur coat. ‘This year,’ she said, ‘I think that I will buy my own present
instead of making you and dad shop for me.’ Her daughter nodded in agreement. ‘And I
think this fur coat would be perfect,’ the mother concluded.
The daughter began to protest. ‘But mum,’ she said, ‘some poor helpless creature has to
suffer so that you can have this fur coat.’ ‘Don’t worry dear,’ her mother said. ‘Your
father won’t get the bill for a couple of weeks.’ …..
The writer of the Gospel of John refers to Christ as the light of the world. No wonder the
star shone so brightly over Bethlehem. Light was coming into our world. No wonder
that our Christmas trees are adorned with hundreds of lights. That’s what Christmas is
all about. The Gospel of John uses the word “light” no fewer than twenty-one times in
referring to Christ. The function of John the Baptist was to point us to that light which
was in Christ.
John the Baptist was the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the
Lord.’ John was a very popular preacher, so popular that he, like Jesus, raised concern
among the Pharisees. Who was he and by what authority did he preach and baptise?
John assured the Pharisees that he was not the awaited messiah. Instead, he was the one
preparing the way for the messiah. In the words of John’s Gospel, ‘He came as a witness
to testify concerning [the] light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.’ The light, of course, was Jesus.
Jesus is the light of the world. That’s the good news for this third Sunday in Advent.
The light that enlightens all humankind has come into the world in the person of the
Christ child.
But, do we all understand how important light is to life?
Anyone who has ever been lost on a dark night knows what a welcome relief light is.
Luci Swindoll tells about a friend who, along with six strangers, was caught in a stalled
lift during a power failure. Fear was quickly turning to panic. But then Luci’s friend
remembered that she had a tiny torch in her purse. When she turned it on, the fear in the
lift dissipated. For forty-five minutes these strangers sat around the light and talked,
laughed, and even sang.
The light came on just when they needed it the most.
Just when the world most needed God’s light, a baby was born in Bethlehem of Judea.
Jesus is the light that shined in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.
Try as it might the world cannot extinguish Christ’s light.
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It’s like a nativity play that didn’t go quite as planned. The play was being performed by
the church’s youth group. Joseph and Mary and all the other characters did their parts
with appropriately pious expressions, at least they tried. It was a shepherd who turned
the play into a circus. The shepherds quite naturally were dressed in flannel bathrobes
with tea towels around their heads. They marched up to the altar steps where Mary and
Joseph stared earnestly at the straw in the manger. All was well to this point. The
manger itself glowed with the presence of the newborn Jesus. In this case the divine
infant was played by a light bulb nestled in the manger. It was a radiant sight and a
beautiful way of expressing the meaning of Christ’s coming. All was well until one of
the shepherds turned to the boy playing Joseph. In a very loud whisper which all the cast
could hear, the shepherd said, ‘Well, Joe, when you gonna pass out cigars?’ -- There was
something about this unexpected wisecrack that sent a wave of hilarious hysteria through
the cast. The chief angel reacted worse of all. Standing on a chair behind Mary and
Joseph she shook so hard in laughter that she fell off her chair. This brought the stage
curtain behind her and all the rest of the props down with her. She was rolling around on
the floor holding her stomach she was laughing so hard. The whole set was in shambles.
In fact the only thing that didn’t go to pieces was that light bulb in the manger . . . it
never stopped shining. How appropriate.
The light of Christ it never stops shining. Wars, pestilence, famine, good times and
bad, that light continues to shine. Our grandparents saw its glow in the darkest hours of
the depression. Our soldiers saw its glow even on distant battlefields. The light shines in
the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.
We can see it today in our Pandemic Covid 19 world.
The world cannot extinguish the light of Christ. That light shines in prison camps. It
shines in hospital rooms and funeral homes. It shines amidst poverty and every manner
of heartache and hardship. Nothing can stop it. Life nor death nor powers nor
principalities, nor anything else in all creation, can stop the light of Christ, the light of
God’s love for humanity from penetrating the darkness.
But there’s one final thing that I want to share today.
You see the greatest privilege in the world is to share that light with someone else.
John was not the light. He came to bear witness to the light. That is our job as well.
In a nursing home was a woman whose mind was as sharp as anyone’s, but because of
her illness, she could no longer walk or speak. This poor woman communicated mostly
by gestures. She and my friend Rosie had become good friends over the years they had
known each other, and, as friends do, Rosie occasionally would run little errands for the
woman, small tasks that she could no longer do for herself.
On one occasion the elderly woman waved Rosie into her room with some sense of
urgency . There on her bed was a paper napkin with a picture drawn on it. Looking
straight at Rosie, the elderly woman pointed to that napkin over and over again. It was
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obvious that this was something important. Rosie looked closely, and she saw the
woman had sketched, as best she could, what appeared to be a torch.
“Is that a torch?” asked Rosie. Her friend’s head nodded up and down, while she pointed
first at the picture and then to herself.
“You want a Torch?” The head nodded again.
“Whatever for?” Rosie asked.
The woman could not answer verbally, but in her own way she made it known that this
was a matter of great concern and importance to her. So Rosie agreed to bring her a
torch. So the next time Rosie went to the nursing home she made sure that she had the
torch in hand. She walked into the woman’s room, shining the light all over the walls. A
big smile crossed the woman’s face. ‘Please,’ Rosie said, ‘tell me what this is all about.
Why do you need a torch?’
The old woman moved her wheelchair toward the door and indicated for Rosie to follow.
Together they went down the hall to the nurse’s station, where one of the aides told Rosie
that, a few weeks earlier, during a week of heavy rain and high winds, the power in the
nursing home had gone out for a time. The woman had become frightened, and she
wanted the assurance that if it happened again, she would have that small beam of light
to shine in the darkness and ease her fears.
What a great gift for someone who might otherwise have to sit in the darkness. What a
gift to give someone the gift of light.
Do you understand that this is our call as followers of Jesus of Nazareth, to shine his
light into the lives of anyone who is sitting in darkness?
John was not the light, but he came to bear witness to the light. That light was Christ,
who is the life and the light of the world. And now we have the same privilege that John
the Baptist had. That’s our job when we switch off the on-line service that we are
watching or as we leave this church building.
Our job is to let the light of Christ shine through us.

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
Fellowship lunches will return once life returns to normal!
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Curate’s Contemplations
Wilderness Waiting (based on The Rev Sarah’s sermon for Advent 2)
“Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish.” 2 Peter 3:14-15a
I don’t find this a particularly peaceful time of year, do you? Advent is about waiting,
hoping and preparing and I get rather caught up in the ‘preparing’ bit finding myself
being rather busy with little time to think or ponder. Of course, the ‘preparing’ we are
talking about during Advent isn’t about being busy at all. It is about spiritual
preparation. Peter writes to the diaspora (the Jews scattered beyond Jerusalem) ‘strive to
be found by him at peace’, not rushing around with an impossible to do list! I’ve been
giving some thought about how this might be achieved.
How often do you take a retreat? This doesn’t have to mean going away from home,
which we can’t do at the moment, although it is preferable because we tend not to take
our to do list with us. For all of us, taking a week, or as much time as we can, given our
family, caring or other commitments, for retreat can be so important. It should be a
priority and yet…it isn’t. Taking time to step away from the sounds of daily life, bustle
and stress, the clamour that surrounds us. A step into silence. A step into what, for many
of us, is wilderness because we’re not prepared for the quiet, just us and our thoughts, us
and God. And yet, it is in the wilderness that so much happens, in that quietness.
This year has been particularly stressful, still is. Anxiety, fear, loss, grief as we have
never known - this is our wilderness. How do we use this time now, this time of waiting
for the coming again of the Lord? Contemplation is a word that I keep hearing from
church leaders from all faiths.
Contemplation. A gift. A gift of discernment, to identify where the blessings of this
time are, where the opportunities lie that we hadn’t noticed before. Through this to look
to a future we can and will need to shape for that much hailed ‘new normal’.
So much happens in the wilderness. Isaiah 40:1-2 speaks of comfort for God’s people
from ‘out of the wilderness’; the exile is over. John the Baptist comes out of the
wilderness proclaiming the coming of the Son of God. The story of the Good Samaritan
happens in the wilderness, in the place between places. Jesus goes into the wilderness
before he begins his ministry, so that too comes out of the wilderness. A place between
places. A place for contemplation, waiting and preparation. And there is so much hope
here: ‘Comfort, oh comfort my people’ - Isaiah 40:1. Up to this point, the people of
Israel have been in exile for between 50-70 years and here, the prophet Isaiah is telling
them something new is coming; a promise of hope. This promise is given some 400
years before Jesus’ birth, so it’s important to have the perspective that God’s timing is
very different from ours - we are to be patient and expectant. It is a promise, and all
God’s promises have a purpose for us: redemption, reconciliation and restoration. God
provides for a future about which we don’t need to worry, we really don’t. It is a future
full of hope, we just have to be patient.
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We can only receive this promise, however, if we prepare to receive afresh from God
again, even if that means starting afresh every day because we fall short, make poor
decisions, or get lazy. So, first, we need to get our house in order - ourselves in order - to
repent, just as John the Baptist called the people of the time to repent.
Repentance is difficult word in our lexicon with some very negative connotations; I
blame the Victorians! It means to turn: metanoeo (verb): metanoia (noun); and for us it
means to turn towards Christ. To give up the way of life that doesn’t support
community, doesn’t support the finely balanced ecology or economy of this planet. This
is what God’s gentle power will enable, God’s mighty hand, saving us from ourselves,
firm but comforting and full of hope.
God offers us hope and a way of life that brings His
kingdom here on earth. It’s up to us to turn towards
him and live it, to acknowledge our weaknesses, allow
ourselves to step into our own wilderness to wait on
God’s time. Wait with the patience of God who wants
to see every single person come to Him.
How are you going to live while you’re waiting? How
will you ‘prepare’ for His coming? I love ballet, so for
me, the metaphor of ballet and learning to pirouette
speaks of this preparation. Visualise if you will a ballet
dancer spinning on one leg, the raised foot tucked
against the knee, arms held beautifully overhead,
looking effortless. I can’t do a pirouette - yet - I’ve
forgotten how. But I know what it’s supposed to look
and feel like. My teacher gives me all the elements to
put together and my preparation is to practice, to try to put all those different elements head, arms, body, legs, feet - together until one day I will do that pirouette without
falling over. It’s active, developing muscle memory, repetition in the wilderness of not
being able to pirouette, until one day, after much preparation, I will.
Wilderness waiting. With those 5 ‘magic’ days, when the rules about meeting together
are relaxed (maybe, if the rules don’t change again) we are all going to be waiting for
C87hristmas in a different way this year. Can we include some time for contemplation?
Getting away from everything for some quiet time with God?
This life isn’t about waiting for the ideal time or place before we begin to prepare, it’s
about now. A wilderness is a difficult place but it is often where we meet God - and
ourselves, our real selves. So, as we call out ‘prepare the way of the Lord’ afresh this
Advent let us do so from the wilderness, with faith and with hope, so that we, and others,
may hear it.
Happy wilderness waiting and Happy Christmas. May it be blessed in many ways.
Image @Ballerina’ by Ewa Gawlik (2014)
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SERVICES IN DECEMBER
REMEMBER ALL COULD CHANGE IF GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE ALTERS!
“Live” means people can attend. “On-line” means the service will be streamed on the internet

There will be Advent Reflections every morning from 1st – 25th December at 8.00 am
on-line

WEDNESDAY
2ND DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
and on-line

FRIDAY
4 DECEMBER

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-Line

SUNDAY
6TH DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and on-line

MONDAY
7 DECEMBER

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

WEDNESDAY
9TH DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
Live and on-line

FRIDAY
11 DECEMBER

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
13TH DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and on-line

MONDAY
15TH DECEMBER

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

WEDNESDAY 17TH
DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
Live and on-line

FRIDAY
18 DECEMBER

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

TH

TH

TH

TH
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10.00 am

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and on-line

2.00 pm

Drive-in Christingle
In the car park

Dunsden
Live in the car and on-line

6.00 pm

Festival of Nine Lessons
And Carols

On-line

MONDAY
21 DECEMBER

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

WEDNESDAY
23RD DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
Live and on-line

7.00 pm

Doorstep Carolling

On your doorstep!

11.30 pm

Midnight Mass

Shiplake
Live and on-line

10.00 am

Eucharist

Harpsden
Live

10.00 am

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and on-line

10.00 am

Drive-in Family Service

Dunsden
In car

SUNDAY
27 DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live and on-line

WEDNESDAY
30TH DECEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist

Harpsden
And on-line

FRIDAY
1 JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
3 JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist

Dunsden
Live and on-line

MONDAY
4 JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
TH
20 DECEMBER

ST

CHRISTMAS EVE
THURSDAY
24TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS DAY
FRIDAY
25TH DECEMBER

TH

ST

RD

TH

9

WEDNESDAY
6TH JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
Live and on-line

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
10TH JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist

Dunsden
Live and on-line

MONDAY
11TH JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

WEDNESDAY
13TH JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
Live and on-line

FRIDAY
15 JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
17TH JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist

Dunsden
Live and on-line

MONDAY
18TH JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

WEDNESDAY
20TH JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
Live and on-line

FRIDAY
22 JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
24 JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist

Dunsden
Live and on-line

MONDAY
25TH JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

Harpsden
Live and on-line

FRIDAY
8 JANUARY
TH

TH

ND

TH

WEDNESDAY
27TH JANUARY

10

FRIDAY
29TH JANUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
31ST JANUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist

Harpsden
Live and on-line

REMEMBER YOU NEED TO CONTACT LEIGH IN THE BENEFICE OFFICE IN ADVANCE IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND
ANY OF THE LIVE SERVICES! ALSO PLEASE LET LEIGH KNOW IF, HAVING BOOKED A PLACE, YOU ARE
UNABLE TO ATTEND. benefice.sdh@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE!

SUNDAY 27TH JUNE 2021
2.30 – 4.30
A fundraiser for St Margaret’s Church
A garden party with cream teas, cakes and jams, pitch
and putt, music, two tree houses connected by a rope
bridge, and 8 acres of beauty to stroll around.
Situated at the end of a lane off Woodlands Road,
courtesy of Jeff and Tracy Ellis to whom we are all so
grateful.
More information nearer the time
from Paul Barrett, Jo Taylor
or Karen Drakeford-Lewis
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WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP
The Tuesday Prayer Group us unable to meet at the
moment, but if you would like someone held in prayer
please contact
Jennie Griffiths in December (01491 575137)
and Susan Vimpany in January (01491 572081)

CHURCH WARDEN

P.C.C. SECRETARY

Tilden McKean

Sue Wright

Tilden.mckean@btinternet.com
(01491 572981)

susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk
(0118 9406220)

P.C.C. TREASURER

Parish Magazine Editor

Jonathan May

Sue Wright

JCMAQUA2@AOL.COM
(01491 575 525)

as above

Harpsden Parish News is written for and by the people of this parish, and contributions are always welcome.
However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and are not necessarily shared by the Rector, the
Editor and Churchwarden.
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