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MINISTRY IN LOCKDOWN

No communion ... the fast of a pandemic?
'Give us today our daily bread'.
Familiar words from Our Lord's prayer. Words that we may not connect with
some of his final guidance when, at the last supper, at his last Passover
celebration, Jesus took bread, blessed, broke and gave it to the disciples
saying ' Take and eat, this is my body'. Jesus took their daily bread, and it
became a promise and sign of his constant presence when we remember the
one who gives himself for us.
I offer these thoughts as, separated as we are, Jesus brings us together in
him every time, every day that we take bread, give thanks and eat in
loving remembrance of him. We are connected. We are in communion.
Perhaps our breakfast toast might start each day with a different relevance
and thankfulness.
With blessings
Pam
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Curate’s Contemplations
On the bird bath in my garden is a quote “What is this life if, full
of care, we have no time to stand and stare.” from the poem by
W.H Davies. It’s my father’s favourite poem and one that I
would do well to recall more often.
I don’t know about you, but this third lockdown feels harder than
the others. Maybe it’s because with the advent of a new year, we were hopeful that we
would be past the worst of the pandemic, and those hopes have not yet been realised.
A month in and we feel no closer to being ‘back to normal’ than before, although the
vaccination programme is now offering a glimmer of that release.
One of my ways to cope has been to go for walks. We’re
rather limited at the moment because many of our paths are
now underwater, but we are fortunate to live somewhere with
options for walking; hills and valleys, beautiful countryside
views, unlike our son, who has the city streets of Bristol.
We’ve done a lot of walking along local paths over the past
year, watching the seasons change, giving thanks that we can
walk, that we have freedom to walk and that God’s creation never ceases to inspire. My
camera is full of photos of nature this year. No holiday snaps, just photos I’ve taken on my
walks, which, because I am walking the same paths over and again, I am observing
differently. With more attention, greater deliberation, taking time to stop and stare, see and
hear. These walks have become mini pilgrimages.
Christian pilgrimage was a staple feature of our life for many
centuries. Pilgrimage can enhance and transform our spiritual lives
and prayer and it gets us outside for some fresh air and exercise
too. It enables us to walk intentionally, to measure each step and
immerse ourselves in creation, to sit and observe, to walk with
purpose determined by the heart and activated by our feet. It
doesn’t need to be a long walk, we’re not talking the Camino here!
Guy Howard writes that ‘all us have at least one question we want
answering, something we want to bring into our lives, or let go of.
So choose one ‘intention’ from your many options and dedicate
your journey to that purpose. Once you have set your intention, you need a good
‘destination.’
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This set me thinking. A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey to a holy place. We have three
lovely church buildings, all the more beautiful for their new coats of paint, to which we
hope people will come once ‘normal service’ is resumed. A destination for worship
maybe? Or for some just a destination, a place to which to walk intentionally, thoughtfully,
prayerfully, a pilgrim destination. Our churches are not on
major routes - unless you’re walking the Thames Path past
Shiplake - so how about we connect our churches via a
walk, with points along the way to deliberately ‘stop and
stare’; prayer stations if you like. It might be a very
positive outcome from these difficult times.








Help needed!
To achieve this, I would like to gather a small team to
develop our own benefice pilgrim path.
Please get in touch with me if you:
Like walking and are prepared to share your experience of the local area, or explore new paths
Have experience or thoughts about accessibility to the outdoors for everyone
Enjoy planning activities along walks for children (big and small!)
Enjoy immersion in God’s amazing Creation
Like the idea of a pilgrim path linking our churches with prayer stations along the way
Have an ounce of creativity as we will need a leaflet with maps!
I am in the final year of my curacy and am required to complete
a collaborative project. This is that project, but I cannot
complete it without you. Standing and staring, taking time to
really look as I walk, has inspired me and I hope this idea will
inspire you enough to get in touch to find out more and help
others take time to find God in our beautiful countryside.
Revd Sarah 07770 930756 revsarahjoy@icloud.com
‘Leisure’ (1911) by William Henry Davies (1871-1940)
‘What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty's glance,
And watch her feet, how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
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ROBERT’S SERMON FOR ‘SNOWDROP SUNDAY’

The sight of snowdrops always lifts the spirit. Tiny, and apparently
fragile, they bring a luminous quality to dark woodland floors and
churchyards at a dark time of year. In the harshness of winter they bob
as if they were flickering candles. And close up, the white of the petal is
entirely unblemished except for touches of green, the colour of life.
The snowdrop – galanthus, a name derived from the Greek, gála
Meaning "milk", and ánthos meaning "flower". And the best way to see
their full majesty and beauty is to kneel down and, gently lifting the
drooped head, to see the intricacy of the patterns before you.
Wordsworth writes of the snowdrop,
Nor will I then thy modest grace forget,
Chaste Snowdrop, venturous harbinger of Spring,
And pensive monitor of fleeting years!
Those themes of purity, light, candles, mother’s milk, intricate beauty
have longed linked the snowdrop to the great feast of the Presentation of
Christ in the Temple, Candlemas, also known as the Purification of
St Mary the Virgin which we celebrated last Sunday: hence why the
snowdrop has been known in England as the Candlemas Bell. Practice
from medieval times was to bring snowdrops into the church at
Candlemas to evoke that sense of reverence and presentation and
offering.
5

We remember at Candlemas that 40 days ago at Christmas Christ was
presented to shepherds, heralded by angels, and then 12 days later at
Epiphany presented to the Magi, those spiritual seekers from the east –
well this might have actually been two of three years after the birth of
Christ.
The liturgical time since Epiphany has presented Christ most publicly at
his baptism in the Jordan, ‘this is my son’; at the Wedding Feast, the
first of his signs, and in the synagogue at Nazareth, ‘the Spirit of the
Lord is upon me…today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’.
Those presentations are of Christ to the world. This presentation is a
human presentation of a child, by Joseph and Mary, to the Father in the
temple.
The act of presentation and offering is at the heart of the joyful,
transformed and transforming, response to the abundant love of God
revealed in Christ. Lives offered in the service of the Father in service of
the world for the sake of the Kingdom.
Our round of worship is part of that offering, encapsulated in the
offertory procession at the Eucharist and the offering of our gifts. God is
not dependent on our offering, nothing we do adds to his glory, but we are
dependent on that offering: for three main reasons.
First, offering leads us out of introspection and lives shut in on
themselves as we consider others. Secondly it places our wealth and
talents as gifts to us, and not something we have created ourselves.
Thirdly, it enables things to happen that might not otherwise happen.
So we can understand stewardship, the offering and presentation of our
money, time and our talents, as enabling those three things. We look
beyond ourselves, freely receiving and freely giving; we recognise that
what we have is all a gift, from the fact that we breathe, to our
possessions; and that with money we can make things happen to the
good.
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Simeon and Anna, waiting in the temple, were expectant and they
received. They were rewarded beyond measure and, at their somewhat
advanced years, were transformed and overflowed with joy. But offering
comes with a cost, of course. For Mary, the offering of her son in the
Temple came with the salutary warning that her heart would be pierced
with pain. And for us Ecclesiasticus says, ‘do not let your hand be open
when it is time to receive, and closed when it is time to give’. In the
temple we stretch out our hands to receive Christ in word and sacrament,
and today we ponder how we stretch out our hands in offering, via our
pocket, but, much harder, with our lives too.
The little snowdrop, just like the candles we lit last week, makes an
offering to a cold world that gladdens the heart. May the offering ‘of
ourselves, our souls and bodies be an holy and lively sacrifice’ to God’s
glory, in Christ’s body, the church, that through the Holy Spirit the
Kingdom may come.
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Pancake Supper by Zoom - Tuesday 16th February at 7pm
On Shrove Tuesday, we would usually gather in the village hall for our Pancake Supper.
Obviously, that’s out of the question this year, so we’re going to gather by Zoom instead.
Everyone is welcome, but if you want pancakes, you’ll need to bring your own. We will
share pancake stories and poems, find out about the history of our Pancake Supper
celebrations, play bingo and have a natter. If you’d like to come, please email Leigh at
benefice.sdh@gmail.com and she will send you the link.
We look forward to your company. Revd Sarah (07770 930756)
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SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

MONDAY
1ST FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY
3RD FEBRUARY
FRIDAY
5 FEBRUARY
TH

9.00 am

10.00 am

9.00 am

SUNDAY
7 FEBRUARY

10.00 am

MONDAY
8TH FEBRUARY

9.00 am

TH

WEDNESDAY
10TH FEBRUARY

10.00 am

FRIDAY
12 FEBRUARY

9.00 am

TH

Morning Prayers

On-line

Eucharist with wholeness
and Healing, followed by
Bible Study

On-line

Morning Prayers

Eucharist

Morning Prayers

On-line

On-line

Morning Prayers

On-line

10.00 am

Eucharist

MONDAY
15TH FEBRUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

10.00 am

Eucharist with Ashing
followed
by Bible Study

WEDNESDAY
17TH FEBRUARY

On-line

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

SUNDAY
14 FEBRUARY
TH

On-Line

On-line

On-line

On-line
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FRIDAY
19TH FEBRUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

SUNDAY
21 FEBRUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist

MONDAY
22ND FEBRARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

WEDNESDAY
24TH FEBRUARY

10.00 am

Eucharist followed
by Bible Study

FRIDAY
26 FEBRUARY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

SUNDAY
28 NOVEMBER

10.00 am

Eucharist

ST

TH

TH

On-line

On-line

On-line

On-line
On-line

On-line

We will be holding a Communion service with Ashing; a reminder that we are but dust,
And to dust we shall return; live at 10am on 17th February via our YouTube channel.
Cards With an ash cross and Ash Wednesday prayer will be available in the porches of our
three churches, from Sunday 7th February. Please do go and collect one, and one for a
friend or two, and join us online. For the link to the service, email Leigh at
benefice.sdh@gmail.com
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
Fellowship lunches will return once are out of Lockdown!
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SAVE THE DATE!

SUNDAY 27TH JUNE 2021
2.30 – 4.30
A fundraiser for St Margaret’s Church
A garden party with cream teas, cakes and jams, pitch
and putt, music, two tree houses connected by a rope
bridge, and 8 acres of beauty to stroll around.
Situated at the end of a lane off Woodlands Road,
courtesy of Jeff and Tracy Ellis to whom we are all so
grateful.
More information nearer the time
from Paul Barrett, Jo Taylor
or Karen Drakeford-Lewis
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WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP
The Tuesday Prayer Group us unable to meet at the
moment, but if you would like someone held in prayer
please contact Jo Taylor (07985 703126)
Jo Taylor

CHURCH WARDEN

Tilden McKean
Tilden.mckean@btinternet.com
(01491 572981)

P.C.C. SECRETARY

Sue Wright

susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk
(0118 9406220)

P.C.C. TREASURER

Parish Magazine Editor

JCMAQUA2@AOL.COM
(01491 575 525)

as above

Jonathan May

Sue Wright

Harpsden Parish News is written for and by the people of this parish, and contributions are always welcome.
However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and are not necessarily shared by the Rector, the
Editor and Churchwarden.
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