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MINISTRY IN LOCKDOWN
TWO MESSAGES FROM ROBERT
Dear all
As lockdown is being slowly lifted more people are coming back to church, which
is so nice to see, it has been far too long not seeing each other face to face.
However, this does mean that we will have to be stricter about booking in for
services as space is very limited in our lovely church buildings, and we all need to be
kept safe, and feel safe. We were at capacity on Sunday at Dunsden Church.
May I please, therefore ask you to book in with my PA, Leigh, in the Benefice Office
- her email is: benefice.sdh@gmail.com
May I also ask that you book in BEFORE noon on the Friday before the Sunday
that you wish to attend - Leigh works part time, and it is not respecting Leigh by
emailing her late on a Saturday, or even the Sunday morning, expecting her to be
able to book you in for a service.
If you miss the Friday noon booking, you are more than welcome to still come
along to see if there is a space on the Sunday morning, but please be aware that you
might be turned away, or asked to wait to see if there is room. Please do not get cross
with the sidesperson on duty.
Hopefully these restrictions will be lifted soon and our church buildings can go back
to full capacity, but we have not yet been told when that will be.
With Gods Blessings to you all.
Robert
Dear Harpsden people
Jonathan May, after seven years of service, has decided that he would like to
step down as Church Treasurer at the Annual Meeting this year.
We therefore need a new Treasurer.
This is a very important role in the church, but it does not have to be
2

undertaken by a church member. So..... do you know anybody who would be
willing to take on this voluntary role?
Much of our banking is now on-line and the majority of the work is in
January to finalise the year end (the church financial year is 1st Jan to
31st Dec). If you would like to have a chat with me about this role then
please do either email me, or telephone. If you would then like to speak to
Jonathan we can then arrange for that to happen so that you are fully
informed about what is required in the role.
Please do get your thinking caps on, the person could be a congregation
member, a spouse, a friend, a local village person, or ???
With all God’s Blessings
Robert

Robert’s Sermon from Easter Day
Today we remember that so far 126,826 people have died here in the UK as a result of
Covid 19 and in the world 2,855,085 people have lost their lives.
Today, as we celebrate Easter morning, I want to share with you my sermon from last year
as when I was preparing for today’s service I reread it and thought that it was worth
sharing again with you.
Today resurrection means so much more to us than it did before. For we have been living
in darkness, confined to a kind of tomblike existence. Life as we have previously known it
has stopped. Many stopped going out to work. Many stopped going out to play. We hide
our faces; we guard our lungs. We walk zombie-like through our homes and streets,
frightened, and covered in our own kind of “funerary” cloths, so that the cold breath of
death might pass us by, that invisible breath-stealing virus that threatens us and keeps us
locked away, for a time.
But only for a time.
Life in waiting is merely that, a time of waiting. And yet it is also a time of expectation.
For we know that no matter what, the virus has no power over us. God’s resurrection
3

breath will raise us up. A new day will dawn, soon. Very soon.
I was sent a poem the other day about closing schools down at this difficult time and
wanted to share this poem with you today, as I believe that it does also show us all that
life can be different. The poem is written by an American Head Teacher, and is called
‘What if???’
What if they cancel the rest of the school year, students would miss 2.5 months of
education. Many people are concerned about students falling behind because of this.
Yes, they may fall behind when it comes to classroom education...
But what if...
What if instead of falling “behind", this group of kids are
ADVANCED because of this? Hear me out...
What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family connection,
they can be more creative and entertain themselves,
they love to read,
they love to express themselves in writing.
What if they enjoy the simple things,
like their own backyard and sitting near a window in the quiet.
What if they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers emerge,
and the calming renewal of a gentle rain shower?
What if this generation are the ones to learn to cook,
organize their space,
do their laundry, and keep a well run home?
What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with less?
What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at home.
What if they learn the value of eating together as a family
and finding the good to share in the small delights of the everyday?
What if they are the ones to place great value on our teachers and educational
professionals, librarians, public servants and the previously invisible essential support
workers, like truck drivers, grocers, cashiers, custodians, logistics, and health care
workers and their supporting staff,
just to name a few of the millions taking care of us right now while we are sheltered in
place.
What if among these children,
a great leader emerges who had the benefit of a slower pace
and a simpler life to truly learn what really matters in this life?
What if they are AHEAD?
Powerful words.
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Waiting is part of the Easter Morning narrative. Mary’s faith kept her expectant and
waiting, watching for something new to change, something miraculous to happen. She
may not have known when or exactly how, but on that third day, she came nevertheless,
in the darkness, hoping that God would come through, that light would somehow break
through.
Mary initially thought that the authorities had taken his body and disposed of it, and it
took Jesus appearing before the disciples several times to shake them into knowing,
understanding the resurrection.
So it didn't come all at once.
That's where we find ourselves.
Wary.
Uncertain.
Do I go out wrapped in garments, or with a face mask and gloves on?
Do I risk my presence among people again? I can tell you that when Mary and the disciples
realized what had happened; that Life had been restored, that God's promise had been
fulfilled, that resurrection was here, they found the courage to open the doors and walk out
into the light.
And yet, life had changed.
Never again would Jesus walk the earth as He did before. Never again would they sit on
the hillsides drawing crowds of people. That time had passed. That was before.
A new life and a new time had dawned, and with it, a new kind of spirit, and a new kind of
people.
We too are resurrection people.
Watch and wait people of God.
Be expectant.
Dawn is coming.
And when it comes, your face cloths will be removed, and you will breathe again. The
spring you see around you will manifest in all kinds of ways, and life will start again.
You’ll again feel the bustle of people and cars, know the joy of relationships and friends.
You’ll eat together again, sing together, worship together, and love together.
In a word: Resurrection.
It will all be new.
Never again will life be quite the same.
For our experiences of death and darkness changes us.
We emerge not the same but renewed and restored.
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We become wiser and more understanding about the world and God’s amazing miracles.
We become more joyful about life, and more appreciative of everything in it. We become
Resurrection People.
Resurrection is coming.
The signs are all around you.
Watch.
Wait.
Listen.
Long for the change.
Celebrate the Lord who gives Life and restores Life, now and always.
Amen

REFLECTION ON 23RD MARCH
Today is the 23rd March one year since we first went into lockdown and a
National Day of Reflection. Since 23rd March 2020, millions of us have lost
someone we love. Covid19 has affected everybody going through a
bereavement and many of us didn’t have the chance to say goodbye and have
had to cope with our grief alone.
The National Day of Reflection is a special time for us all to come together.
Time for us to reflect on who we’ve lost. Time to find ways to support each
other. But it’s also a chance to feel hopeful about the future. As we mark one
year to the day since the nation entered its first lockdown, we pause to
remember everyone, and everything, we have lost over the past year.
We offer our thoughts for those who died as a result of Covid-19 itself and for
everyone whose passing was not properly marked due to the pandemic’s
unprecedented restrictions.
We reflect on the hopes and dreams we have all had to put on hold, the
sacrifices that have been made, the way of life that sometimes feels like a
distant memory. The past year has been challenging for everyone. The nation
is mourning innumerable losses and millions of people have made huge
sacrifices for themselves, their families and the greater good.
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Last night the news stated that 146,487 had now died as a result of Covid-19
in the UK alone, with millions of people left bereaved and unable to grieve
properly due to ongoing social distancing and travel restrictions. The death
rate globally was standing yesterday at 2,732,115 people – each person loved
by somebody, each person missed by somebody. Too many lives have been
cut short and millions have been bereaved.
Behind the statistics and whatever the cause, every death has been
devastating for the people left behind. Many have been unable to properly
say goodbye to their loved ones, comfort or even hug each other. As a nation,
we need to acknowledge the millions in silent pain.
As we come togethertoday to reflect on this tragic loss of life, we need to
show support for people who’ve been bereaved and celebrate the lives of all
those who have died.
Marie Curie planned today to remember those who have died during the
pandemic, and as well as the minutes silence that we have just had, and the
ringing of the church bell afterwards, we are being encouraged to stand on
our doorsteps at 8pm with phones, candles and torches to signify a ‘beacon of
remembrance’. Prominent buildings and landmarks will also be lit up across
the UK.
Boris Johnson, our Prime Minister has said: ‘This has been an incredibly
difficult year for our country. ‘My thoughts are with all those who have lost
loved ones, and who have not been able to pay tribute to them in
the way they would have wanted. ‘As we continue to make progress against
the virus, I want to thank people for the sacrifices they continue to make, and
hope they can look forward to being reunited with loved ones as restrictions
are cautiously eased.’
The Head of the NHS Sir Simon Stevens said: ‘Coming out of the toughest
year in the health service’s entire history, we need to reflect on the
pandemic’s deep toll, mourn those we’ve lost, and mark the service and
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sacrifice of staff throughout the NHS. ‘It’s also a moment to acknowledge
how in adversity we saw strength, as friends, neighbours and communities
have come together to help each other through the nation’s
worst ordeal since the Second World War. ‘While we need continuing
vigilance against this virus, the remarkable NHS vaccination programme now
brings hope of better times to come.’
The prayers and readings in this service have been chosen especially to help
us all at this difficult time, and today, to take a moment to reflect on all that
has happened over the last year is a way of offering all our pain, our frustration
at the foot of God, knowing that He carries us in times of need.
I want to end my reflection with the poem ‘Footsteps in the Sand’ which has
really helped me this last year:
One night I dreamed a dream.

As I was walking along the beach with my Lord.
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.
After the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and saddest times,
there was only one set of footprints.
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it.
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"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,
You'd walk with me all the way.
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life,
there was only one set of footprints.
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me.”
He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you
ever, during your trials and testings. When you saw only one set of
footprints, It was then that I carried you

Never,

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
Fellowship lunches will return once are out of Lockdown!

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP
The Tuesday Prayer Group us unable to meet at the
moment, but if you would like someone held in prayer
please contact
Brenda Wright (01491) 573266
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Give us a Call-and help St. Margaret`s!
The Parish Giving Scheme would love you to pick up the phone and give them
a call. Their number is 0333 0021271 and you can call them at any time from
Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.
This is the user-friendly way to join the scheme and help St. Margaret`s keep
afloat financially-even when there are no services and therefore no plate or
envelope collections.
This is what you will need to have ready when you call:
• How much you want to give each month or yearly
• Your church is the Parish of St. Margaret of Antioch, Harpsden cum Bolney,
Oxfordshire Diocese and its PGS Parish Code is 270627168
• Do you wish to increase your donation each year by the rate of inflation?
• Your Bank account name, sort code and account number
• Are you able to gift-aid your donation so that the church receives £1.25 for
• every £1 you give ?
3,000 parishes have already signed up to the PGS and since the telephone option
became available 500 Christians per week have been making the call.
Robert and the PCC would be very grateful if you would join their number.
If you need more information our Stewardship and Gift Aid Secretary,
Paul Barrett will be pleased to receive your call also on 07771526656.

10 -16th May 2021
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SERVICES FOR MAY
SUNDAY
2ND MAY

10.00 am

MONDAY
3RD MAY

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live* and
on-line

No service – Bank Holiday

WEDNESDAY
5TH MAY

10.00 am

Mid-week Eucharist

On-line

FRIDAY
7TH MAY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

Eucharist

Dunsden
Live* and
on-line

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

10.00 am

Mid-week Eucharist

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

SUNDAY
9TH MAY

MONDAY
10TH MAY
WEDNESDAY
12TH MAY
FRIDAY
14TH MAY

10.00 am

SUNDAY
16TH MAY

10.00 am

Eucharist

MONDAY
17TH MAY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

On-line
Harpsden
Live* and
on-line

On-line
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WEDNESDAY
19TH MAY

10.00 am

Mid-week Eucharist

On-line

FRIDAY
21ST MAY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
23RD MAY

10.00 am

Eucharist

Shiplake
Live* and
On-line

MONDAY
24TH MAY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

WEDNESDAY
26TH MAY

10.00 am

Mid-week Eucharist

On-line

FRIDAY
28TH MAY

9.00 am

Morning Prayers

On-line

SUNDAY
30TH MAY

10.00 am

Eucharist

Dunsden
Live* and
On-line

* Subject to COVID regulations and Joint PCC Agreement

PLEASE REMEMBER - IF YOU WANT TO ATTEND A LIVE SERVICE YOU NEED TO
BOOK A PLACE WITH LEIGH AT THE BENEFICE OFFICE ON
0118 940 3484 OR EMAIL AT benefice.sdh@gmail.com
ALSO - IF YOU CAN’T ATTEND, PLEASE CANCEL YOUR BOOKING!!

12

13

14

A sermon on 11th April that failed to broadcast … John 20. 19-31
Rev Pam
Our queen makes a point of assuring us that her beloved husband HRH Prince Philip died
peacefully and yet we, as Christians stand on the person and promises of Jesus who died in
anything but a peaceful way. It is his resurrection, the core of our faith, that brings light and
hope to the sorrow and darkness of even a peaceful death.
Thomas, in today’s gospel, is in that dark place of grief, not knowing what comes next.
Here a man who is not afraid to be honest, to know and name his frame of mind … to face
his uncertainty.
Why wasn’t he in the room with the others when the risen Jesus came?
Why wasn’t he hiding behind locked doors?
Where was he, what was he doing?
I think most of us have had some recent experience of needing to get away, perhaps to be on
our own, to be in a different space, some thinking time, even just some fresh air and
exercise, maybe checking up on someone, doing an errand.
Whatever took him away, he returns and he’s missed the big event.
First the women had news of the risen Jesus.
Now all the other disciples seem to have had that encounter and he missed out … again.
How might that feel?
I can imagine all sort of thoughts, questions, feelings – perhaps anxiety that threatened his
very sense of self worth.
I don’t matter,
I’m not important to Jesus,
I might as well not be here.
Thomas is now in a different place to the rest of his companions – he is the odd one out.
And what is more, as if to add insult to injury:
They have received the peace of reconciliation with the Jesus they abandoned to the cross, a
broken relationship is not only restored but taken to a new intimacy.
They have been given the Holy Spirit, the very essence of God’s presence and power,
They have been commissioned by Jesus, sent as the father sent him.
They have been empowered with forgiveness.
They have joy so soon after witnessing the obscene crucifixion of their beloved leader.
They are changed.
Are we surprised that Thomas wants some sort of tangible evidence.
Aren’t we familiar with the need for what the science says? Facts, intellectual satisfaction,
the rational, proof – for some personalities, that’s a priority.
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Let’s try to imagine how Thomas felt being different to the other disciples . It’s one thing to
want good for others but to feel left out is quite another. Would the distress and
questioning not grow? Might Thomas’s sense of connection with Jesus be strained? Let’s
note, Thomas does not walk away however disconnected he feels from the other disciples.
He stays. Maybe just being with those who have been with the risen Jesus is enough – a
consolation, an inspiration.
A week later … 7 days and nights of being different, not knowing in his gut like the others,
not having that conviction, that confidence, that joy, that hope, that faith … a week can be a
very long time.
Then Jesus comes again – same locked doors – same impossibilities.
But this time, this time Jesus is speaking directly to Thomas – Jesus knows the conditions
Thomas has set for believing that Jesus is alive and he goes straight to the point.
Does he reprimand Thomas – NO,
Does he belittle his lack of faith - NO
Does he criticise him for asking questions – NO.
Jesus shows that he knows Thomas, he recognises what bothers him, and his actions say –
THOMAS I KNOW YOU.
THOMAS YOU MATTER TO ME,
THOMAS I HEAR YOUR SEARCH for the truth of who I am and what has happened.
We only have to look at Thomas’s reaction to know Jesus meets his every need.
My Lord and My God – touching is absolutely unnecessary – the past unbelief is gone –
he has seen Jesus, he has heard Jesus … he owns Jesus as HIS LORD , HIS GOD. This is
personal. This is one to one recognition and commitment .
He has received the Peace Jesus gave, that God gave.
He is in a new place of wholeness and completeness.
Peace is not something we can create on our own; it is a fruit of the Spirit, a gift from God. It
follows that recognition of Jesus as Lord and God.
In Thomas we have the 3 ways peace is an integral part of faith.
1
Peace with God. Through faith in who Jesus is, Thomas is in a place of connection
with God. Trust is established . Whatever comes now builds on this relationship.
Is there anything in this experience of Thomas’ that might be for us?
Jesus accepts where Thomas is, and Jesus hasn’t changed. He accepts us where we are in
our faith journey and while we hang on in there, just like Thomas staying with those who has
seen Jesus, Jesus will come to us . He will make himself known in ways that makes sense to
each of us, and bring us that connection with God that is a lasting peace … a firm foundation
for life.
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2
Peace of God. Despite the turmoil of missing that first encounter, in the somewhat
extreme reaction of demanding how he will believe, in the distress of waiting to see if he
would be included, Thomas now is at peace – no more demands, he is not troubled any
longer. Jesus has , God has, done something for Thomas, and us that shows how God works
all things together for good.
Is there anything in this experience of Thomas’ that might be for us?
It seems to me that the peace of God flows as Thomas / we look to Jesus and not our own
thoughts, ideas, expectations, agendas. Knowing that there are ups and downs in a faith
journey is reassuring for me but remembering that God is still God. From this I would
exercise thankfulness, even if what I face is far from something to enjoy or appreciate, Jesus
knows. Jesus cares.
3
Peace with Others. Thomas is now at one with the others, it’s a level playing field
when it comes to being a witness to the resurrection, to being sent as Jesus had been sent.
He is as equipped as the other disciples. He is at peace with others. I am also aware that the
other disciples were at peace with Thomas even though they had not shared that first
encounter with the risen Lord. He was not excluded just because he had been absent or
because he queried their experience.
Is there anything in this experience of Thomas’ that might be for us?
Sharing the same faith, and commission from Jesus binds us to one another regardless of
personal likes and dislikes … forgiveness cements the cracks that can appear in all
relationships. Equally, the apparent tolerance and acceptance shown by disciples who had
had the first meeting with Jesus is a clarion call not to be judgmental of others’ relationships
with and understanding of Jesus … their faith journeys.
For me, Thomas’s experience challenges me to remember that Jesus meets each of us in
ways and at times that are right for us, meaningful to us.
We can see there is no competition in God’s Kingdom, no rationing of grace and peace. All is
for building up an effective unit, a body, the church, that can together proclaim who Jesus is.
Together we can seek to support others in their journeys of faith as we all live with the trust,
hope, love and joy that Christ’s resurrection bring.
As today’s gospel ends – it is the prayer of Jesus that through belief in who Jesus is , we may
have life in his name. Resurrection life. His peace is a healing gift of transformation.
PEACE BE WITH YOU. THANKS BE TO GOD.
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Harpsden Parish News is written for and by the people of this parish, and contributions are always
welcome. However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and are not necessarily shared
by the Rector, the Editor and Churchwarden.
18

