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MINISTRY IN LOCKDOWN 
 

 

Dear friends 
 

Sadly the recent government announcement has meant that social distancing, mask  
wearing, and no congregational singing, are still legally required for all of our services here 
in the Benefice.  This is sad news as it does mean that we are having to turn people away 
from our Sunday services as we do not have Covid secure capacity to accommodate all 
who wish to attend. 

 
To this end we are now reopening the Wednesday morning, 10am mid week Eucharist  
so that people can attend that if they so wish. This will, for the time being, be held at 
Shiplake Church as we will still be broadcasting the service and it is much easier to 
broadcast at Shiplake as they have internet access.  At both Harpsden and Dunsden 
we have to rely on my mobile phone to provide a 'hot spot' to link into the internet,  
which does not always work. 

 
Please do be patient with us during these trying times, and if there is anything you think 
of that we can do better, or something new that you think should be offered then please  
do not hesitate to contact the clergy team.  Also if you would like to volunteer to lead a 
broadcast Morning Prayer then we would be thrilled to welcome you onto the team. 

 
Sadly, due to the Pandemic the lovely Garden Party has had to be postponed till next year, 
but we are hoping that all the lovely people who were supporting this event will continue  
to do so in 2022! 

 
Sadly also we have had to postpone our thank you service to Michael Seymour-Jones and 
Michael Forrer as we know that we will need a Covid free capacity to fit people into this 
special service.  The two Michaels are formally stepping back from authorised ministry  
and will only be helping out from now on in the case of an emergency, or if people 
specifically ask them to take a Baptism, Wedding or Funeral.  We give thanks for all that  
the two Michaels have done here in this Benefice and we look forward to still welcoming 
them as congregation members to services. 
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A little plea! 
 

We really do need to have some help with the technology for broadcasting services, at 
the moment the majority of this work is done by myself with Sarah helping out, but when 
we are on our own taking a service this does add an enormous amount of pressure and  
if something goes wrong with the broadcast there is absolutely nothing that we can do. 
If you are interested then please do have a word with either Sarah or myself and we can 
show you what would be required. 

 
I do hope that you are all keeping safe and well and I look forward to socialising with you 
all again very soon. 

 
With all Gods Blessings 
 
Robert 
 
 

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP 
 

The Tuesday Prayer Group us unable to meet at the 
moment, but if you would like someone held in prayer 

please contact 
 

       SUSAN VIMPANY 

           (01491 572081) 
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Curate’s Contemplations 
 

Where does time go? It feels such a short while since I came to the benefice, freshly ordained  
as a deacon and clerk in holy orders, on a very hot day in July 2018. Petertide - around  
29th June, when we celebrate St Peter - is 
when many dioceses ordain people from all 
walks of life as deacons and priests, hoping 
they will follow St Peter as passionate 
disciples of Christ, building the Church in 
the world today. Indeed, my ordination to 
the priesthood was also at Petertide, in 
2019, and many of you joined me at 
Dorchester Abbey to celebrate that day.  
 
It isn’t just ordained ministers who are 
called to leadership of our church, 
although they are privileged to receive 
support and training in this particular 
aspect of ministry.  All of us who are 
baptised into the Church are called, each with our own gifts. St Peter - and St Paul, whom we  
celebrate at the same time - are examples we are given to follow after Christ. These two men  
were ordinary people from very different backgrounds and cultures, but they shared their love  
for Jesus and the church he called them to build. Peter, a fisherman, whom the Gospels tell us 
constantly misunderstood Jesus’ teaching and who, in Jesus’ greatest hour of need, denied him 
three times.  He was volatile and deeply unfaithful, but Jesus restores him and continues to 
guide him as he becomes a bold and passionate leader. 
 
Paul - formerly Saul - had made his name as a persecutor of the new church, vehemently  
opposed to what it stood for and yet, despite a dark past and somewhat abrasive personality,  
God commissions Paul to take the message of the Gospel beyond the people of Israel, to the 
rest of the world, the Gentiles. 
 
Both died as martyrs for the faith in Rome around 30 years or so after the death of Christ.  
Both are examples of how God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.  Both were 
passionate leaders and disciples of Christ, but they didn’t always see eye to eye.  Paul  
confronted Peter when he felt Peter was contradicting the Gospel message (Galatians 2).  
Peter said that some of Paul’s letters contain things that are hard to understand (I tend to  
agree).  Each could have highlighted the other’s faults, or talked up their own successes, but 
instead each humbly accepted that while they disagreed over some things, the message of love 
 and unity brought about through Christ is of greater import. 
 
 
 
 

The clergy team with a brand-new deacon 
1st July 2018 
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We live in a world where there is so much disagreement, blame and unkindness. Every day  
brings new headlines, tweets and memes vilifying others.  How do we counter this?  By being 
humble and showing others the love Christ showed us.  We don’t have to agree; we are called  
to love and commissioned to share that love with everyone.  Not just those we like, but people 
from every walk of life, every culture, every background. I t’s not easy.  We are all flawed and  
we all fall short, but God still loves us.  Next time you disagree with someone, listen to how  
you respond.  Is it with kindness, respect and humility?  May we seek reconciliation over  
division, love over unkindness and humility over pride and in so doing, build a stronger 
community filled with compassion and understanding. 
 
As for your not-quite-so-new deacon and priest, she’s not going anywhere just yet.  Although 
I am coming to the end of my curacy - the end of my formal training, for which I thank all  
of you, especially Robert - I am in no rush to move on.  It is for God to show us the way;  
for us to listen and discern where we might - all of us - be called to show His love and spread  
His word. 
 
Reverend Sarah 
July 2021 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
 

The Fellowship Lunch now to be called the Harpsden Lunch will resume and we can continue  

to put the world to rights, once lockdown has been lifted.  

I was hoping we could have our first lunch on 7th July but now lockdown has been extended.   

The point of our lunches is to meet as a group and I do not yet know how many people will be 
able to eat together   I asked if anyone had a preference to go somewhere else to eat but the 
majority asked to go back to  “The Maltsters Arms”. 

I think we will work on the first Wednesday in August which is the 4th August and we usually 
meet at 12.30.   If you would like me to add your name to the list,  my telephone number is  

01491 575876 or my email is hazelcooke01@gmail.com.  

 I look forward to hearing from you. 

  

 
       

mailto:hazelcooke01@gmail.com
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SERVICES IN JULY 
 

 

Sunday 

4th July 

 

 

 

10.00 am 

 

 

Eucharist 

 

Dunsden 

Live and online 

 

3.00 pm 

 

Harpsden APCM Via Zoom 

 

Monday 

5th July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 

 

Wednesday 

7th July 

 

10.00 am 
Midweek Eucharist 

Followed by Bible Study at 11 

Shiplake 

Live and online 

 

Friday 

9th July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 

 

Sunday 

11th July 

 

10.00 am 

 

Eucharist 

 

Harpsden 

Live and online 

 

Monday  

12th July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 

 

Wednesday 

14th July 

 

10.00 am 
Midweek Eucharist 

Followed by Bible Study at 11 

Shiplake 

Live and online 

 

Friday 

16th July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 

Sunday 

18th July 

 

10.00 am 

 

Eucharist 

 

Shiplake 

Live and online 

 

Monday 

19th July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 
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Wednesday 

21st July 

 

10.00 am 
Midweek Eucharist 

Followed by Bible Study at 11 

Shiplake 

Live and online 

 

Friday 

23rd July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 

 

Sunday 

25th July 

 

10.00 am Eucharist 
Harpsden 

Live and online 

 

Monday 

26th July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 

 

Wednesday 

28th July 

 

10.00 am 
Midweek Eucharist 

Followed by Bible Study at 11 

Shiplake 

Live and online 

 

Friday 

30th July 

 

10.00 am Morning Prayers Online 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER - IF YOU WANT TO ATTEND A LIVE SERVICE YOU NEED  

TO BOOK A PLACE WITH LEIGH AT THE BENEFICE OFFICE ON  
0118 940 3484 OR EMAIL AT benefice.sdh@gmail.com 

ALSO - IF YOU CAN’T ATTEND, PLEASE CANCEL YOUR BOOKING!! 
 

 
 

 

mailto:benefice.sdh@gmail.com
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LAST ORDERS FOR: 
 

      Supporting Harpsden Garden Party on 

 

                  SUNDAY 27 June 2-5.30pm 

 

       By kind permission of the Ellis family 

         At Harpsden Wood End, RG9 4AF 

 

      By ticket entry only, £10 per adult to 

include a delicious cream tea 

                 Children U 12 free 

 

             CASH BAR & BBQ 

 

        Tickets from Jane Burtt                                                                           

(janeburtt12@gmail.com) 

 

           SOMETHING for EVERYONE 

and the joy of being back 

              TOGETHER! 
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10am Sunday 1st August

All Saints Church, Dunsden

Bring your pet or a picture of 

them to celebrate their life as 

one of God’s wonderful 

creatures

Find us on Facebook @shiplakedunsdenharpsdenor 

contact Rev Sarah on 07770 930756 for more information

United Benefice of Shiplake with Dunsden

and Harpsdencum Bolney

The service will be livestreamed 

to YouTube so if you can’t be at 

church, join us online

Please book to attend by 

emailing Leigh: 
benefice.sdh@gmail.com
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ST MARGARET’S ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH 

MEETING 

 
This year’s APCM, Sunday 4th July at 3pm, will be via Zoom to allow as many people as  

possible to have access to the meeting as social distancing rules are still in place. If you do not 

have access to Zoom then you can always pop over to a friend’s home and join in the meeting 

with them. 

 

The link for the meeting is: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8784811375?pwd=ZWFoTFBMWk 
54L0R2WVdGY2Y0dUI4QT09 

 

Meeting ID: 878 481 1375 

Passcode: 168871 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH WARDEN P.C.C. SECRETARY 

Tilden McKean Sue Wright 
Tilden.mckean@btinternet.com susanpwright@hotmail.co.uk 
(01491 572981) (0118 9406220) 

 

 
P.C.C. TREASURER Parish Magazine Editor 

Jonathan May Sue Wright 
JCMAQUA2@AOL.COM as above 
(01491 575 525) 

 

Harpsden Parish News is written for and by the people of this parish, and contributions are always welcome. 
However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and are not necessarily shared by the Rector, the 
Editor and Churchwarden. 
 

Benefice Website: 
 

http://www.shiplakedunsdenharpsden.org.uk 
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